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Have you ever wondered what it would be like to sit down and listen to one
of the siblings of Jesus talk about what they had learned from their divinely,
famous brother. What would they share about his life and his teaching?
What would be some of the important truths they might want to pass along
to those willing to listen? What if they would put those truths and teachings
in a book!?

Back
Cover

Well, that is exactly what James, the brother of the Lord, did. He recorded
the teachings of Jesus that needed to be shared and would be so relevant
for our lives. He would clarify teachings in the midst of some who
were teaching otherwise from the truths Jesus had revealed. He would give
guidelines for living the life of one who would know Jesus as Lord.
The Epistle of James is this book. It is a book of Christian truths and teaching,
as shared by Jesus’ brother. It is a book that tells it like it is. It is a book that
believers in Jesus need to read and follow in their walk with Jesus. And, that
is exactly what we are going to do on the Sunday mornings in September in a
sermon series I have titled, “Lessons from the Book of James.”
Each Sunday, we will look at a different section of the epistle. We will glean
its truths for application in our Christian lives. What a great opportunity to
sit with the brother of Jesus, not only to learn the truths, but to put those
into practice. This, by the way, is one of the many teachings in the Book
of James, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (James 1:22, ESV).
I look forward to being with you as we learn and apply, “Lessons from the
Book of James.”

Sunday Worship
8am & 10:30am
Bible Class/Sunday School
9:15am

Love God and love your neighbor,
Pastor Krueger
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A Message From Our DCE Intern
Megan Harcrow

Email: DCEMegan@gmail.com

Out of the Box
In my time at Concordia my mentor gave us an assignment. We had to pick an image or object that
described how we wanted our future ministry to be. The image I chose that defines my ministry is a
box. Just a simple wooden box. I struggled to find an image that embodied all I thought my ministry
was, what it should be. I thought about my Bible, but it just did not seem to explain all that I wanted.
It was while I was working on this assignment that Papaw gifted me a box. He was making my sisters
stands to raise their TVs. I did not have a TV so he said he still felt I needed a box. It is just a simple
redwood box, it's not perfect, but to me, that makes it perfect.
Looking at this box I knew this was my image, the box is what I want my ministry to be. It's simple
but beautiful and it's not perfect. I want my ministry to be straightforward. It should be easy to
understand and easy to make the vision stick. But at the same time, I want people to realize that no
ministry is perfect.
The box, I decided, also represents my ministry in the fact that what you put into it you get out. So if I
put nothing but spiders in my box I am not going to get puppies out. The same is true in ministry. If I
put nothing but negativity into what I do, then I will get negativity in return. What I really love about
the image of the box is yes, it is not perfect and you have to fill it with positivity; but also, it serves as a
reminder that no ministry fits into a box.
Each ministry is unique and is created to serve a purpose. There is no mold into which you pour
ingredients. It is so important to be able to understand that ministry is like a growing thing. Like a
child, you have to nurture it and fill it with love and positivity. That is why I knew my image of ministry
was a box. I want to be able to use my ministry as a life-changing experience. When I look at the box
my Papaw made I will know, no ministry is perfect. You get out what you put in and at the end of the
day, ministry does not fit into a box.
What are you putting in your box? Are you filling if with love, laughter,
time with Jesus? Or do you let the bad experiences in? Holding onto
grudges, slights and misgivings? Do you hold tight to tragedy and
not lean on God?
What is your image of ministry, how do you want to help
and witness to others?
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WORSHIP PROTOCOLS (Effective as of Aug. 22, 2021): We continue to hold on-site worship at St. Paul
Lutheran Church. The Board of Elders has maintained the following Sunday morning worship protocols.
 The wearing of masks at worship will remain optional. The use of hand sanitizer is still encouraged.
 In the sanctuary seating will be fully opened. This means every row of pews will be available for
seating throughout the sanctuary. NOTE: The pews will not be sanitized between services.
 Registration at worship: Registration cards will be placed in the pew racks with the request that
every attendee please register. Registration will be of utmost importance for purposes of tracking,
just in case notice of a COVID case needs to be sent to those in attendance.
 Communion distribution will basically return to pre-COVID practices, with the exception that the
common cup will not yet be resumed. Drive-thru communion has been discontinued. Those who
have been participating in drive-thru communion may resume Sunday morning attendance, attend
the monthly Seniors service, or make special arrangements with Pastor Krueger. The pastor and the
distribution elders will continue to wear gloves, however their wearing of masks will be optional,
based on individual preference. Kneeling or standing at the communion rail will be optional, based
on individual preference. The communion rail will not be sanitized between tables, but will be
sanitized between worship services.

Everyone please make plans to join us on Sunday, October 3, 2021 as we celebrate the 65th Anniversary
of St. Paul Lutheran Church. We will have one worship service that morning at 10:00 a.m., with a lunch
following. There will be no Sunday School or Bible Class that morning to allow everyone the opportunity
to attend worship and the luncheon. We will also be re-dedicating the Family Center, to be named the
Albers Family Life Center, in honor of Rev. Walter & Mrs. Elna Albers. The Albers children and families will
be present for the re-dedication that morning.
We ask that anyone planning to attend the lunch please RSVP online at www.splcwaco.com, or by filling
out a reservation card in the narthex, or by calling the church office (254.799.3211). Deadline to RSVP is
Sunday, September 19, to allow the caterer time to prepare
prepare. Members are kindly asked to bring their
favorite desserts to share for the lunch.
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 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last month, including:
(a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord lay His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for those on hospice care, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray Lord
provide them comfort and peace.
 We pray for all who are undergoing cancer diagnosis/treatment, including: (a complete list is available through the
church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available through the
church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the
Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.
 We for all those in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a complete list is available through the church
office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.
 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month; including: (a complete list is available through the
church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.
 We continue our prayers for the Church Plant Team and the process of planting a new LCMS church in the Central
Texas area; and also for the Pastoral Call Committee as they continue to prayerfully consider the candidates
for the office of Senior Pastor for St. Paul Lutheran Church. We pray the Lord continue to guide their paths and
decisions to continue to grow and expand His kingdom.
 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the
Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer. Please keep the
church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list remains up-to-date. If you have
any questions, please contact the church office at 254.799.3211 or by email to: wecare@splcwaco.com.

Servants for SEPTEMBER
Listed by initial only to protect the privacy of our members.
ACOLYTES:
9/5
E M (8:00am)
B H (10:30am)
9/12 H S (8:00am)
Z F (10:30am)
9/19 H G (8:00am)
J H (10:30am)
9/26 E A (8:00am)
C T (10:30am)
ELDER OF THE MONTH:
RF
USHERS
8am Worship: Group 1
10:30am Worship: Group 2

ALTAR FLOWERS:
9/5
F&DK
9/12 L & C S
9/19 P D/S S
9/26 R & L T
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
9/5
L K J (8:00am)
K & M S (10:30am)
9/12 M D (8:00am)
P P (10:30am)
9/19 J H (8:00am)
J & R R (10:30am)
9/26 W V/ N V (8:00am)
M L (10:30am)

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 2 1

ME S S E NG E R

PAGE 5

Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings
(Masks are optional for all classes/events).
Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center
This group is going through the study, Every One His Witness. This study considers real-world
context in which Lutherans find themselves as witnesses of Jesus Christ. What is witnessing?
Why do we witness? Participants will learn the “how-to” of witnessing, using the LASSIE
approach: LISTEN-ACT-SEEK-SHARE-INVITE-ENCOURAGE.
Men’s Bible Class, in the Parish Hall
This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by
Rev. Walter Albers.
Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group going through the study “God’s Relentless Love.” Discovering God’s real, unconditional love
in this relatable, approachable Bible study.
Nursery - Grades 7 in classrooms
These classes learn about God’s love through lessons, crafts, and music.
Grades 8-12, in the Youth Room
This age group is using a blend of regular Bible studies including music and videos.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:
College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship
This group meets on Tuesday evenings on the Baylor campus.
Sunday Evening Bible Study, in the Family Center
This group will resume meeting on Sunday, September 12, at 5:00 p.m. in the St. Paul Family Center
for a time of Bible Study and fellowship, continuing the study on Angels. Attendees are invited to bring
your own supper, to begin eating at 5:00 p.m. with Bible study to follow.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training
These classes meet on Wednesday evenings, beginning September 8. There is a parent/student
meeting on Wednesday, September 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Center. If you have questions,
please contact Pastor Krueger.
 Confirmation Classes for 7/8 Grade, 6:30-7:45pm
 Midweek School for 5/6 Grade, 6:30-7:30pm

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

Sunday evening Bible Study group will resume
meeting on Sunday, September 12, at 5:00 p.m. in
the St. Paul Family Center for a time of Bible Study
and fellowship, continuing the study on Angels.
Attendees are invited to bring your own supper, to
begin eating at 5:00 p.m. with Bible study to follow.

The call committee continues the interview
process of pastoral candidates. Please
continue to keep those serving on the call
committee (Brandon Kubitza, Charlie
Morgan, Brian Strickland, John Banta,
Mark Borchardt, Darby Ehlers, Glenn Hurta,
Eric King, Jeremy Lange, Jennifer Lynch,
Vickie Savage, Duane Schwarz) in your
prayers as we move forward to the next
steps in calling a pastor.
If you have any questions about the
process, please feel free to contact any
member of the call committee.

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL will resume on Wednesday,
September 1, at 6:00 p.m. We welcome anyone to join us that
may be interested. We will be working on Christmas music for the
annual Cantata!
At this time, we are not planning for children to meet with the
choir, but if there is interest we may adjust rehearsal times to
accommodate children.
If you have any questions, please contact Steve Randolph.
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 8/29: Potluck Lunch & Back to School Bash
 9/1: Parent/Student Confirmation Meeting
 9/8: Confirmation/Mid-Week Classes resume
If you have questions, would like to volunteer
to help with events, or have ideas to share
for possible future events, please contact DCE
Intern, Megan Harcrow, Ashlee Peacock, or Jerry
Tucker.
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Make plans to join us for the Back to School
Bash on Sunday, August 29. Outdoor games and
activities are being planned.
This event will be in conjunction with the
Congregation Potluck lunch following
the 10:30 a.m. worship that day.
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Church Office Closed
September 6, 2021
in Observance of
Live-stream Worship on Sunday mornings at
10:30 a.m. at www.splcwaco.com or on
Facebook (StPaulWaco).
(Archived copies of Sunday morning
worship are available on the web site.)

Labor Day
We will return Tuesday,
Sept. 7 at 8:00am

