
September 2019 Edition 

Christianity, Cults, and Other Religions 
 
Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15, ESV). 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not 
that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7, ESV). 
 
Again, Paul wrote to the Ephesians that we should continue to grow in the 
Word so that “we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge                
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Ephesians 4:13–14, ESV). 
 
If you heard my sermon of August 18, you heard me address the dangers of 
being misled by false teaching and false doctrine, especially in the world in 
which we live today. As the Bible passages referenced above will attest, this is 
not a new danger. Obviously, these words of warning were shared by Jesus 
and the Apostle Paul 2000 years ago. These warnings continue to be worth 
heeding today. 
 
With this in mind, beginning September 8 in the Adult Bible Class that meets     
in the Family Center on Sunday mornings, we are going to embark on a study 
titled, “Christianity, Cults and Other Religions.” Beyond the goal of gaining 
knowledge about Christianity and other groups, a desired outcome of this 
study is that we will be able to discern the truth from false teaching that could 
compromise our faith in Christ. As expressed in the words of the Apostle Paul 
that we may not, “[be] tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine,” which is something I have seen happen again and 
again in my years of public ministry.  
 
Please accept this invitation to join in this relevant study for the times in which 
we are living, as together we continue to grow in the knowledge of the faith 
and to stand strong in the Word of truth and our witness of the same. 
 
God bless you as we enter into September. 
 
Love God and love your neighbor, 
Pastor Krueger 
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Extra Extra! Read All About It! Parking Lot Conversations Podcasts are here! 
 

What is a Parking Lot Conversations Podcast?   
 

Pull up a chair and let me tell you. 
 
In John 8:31-32 Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.” I don’t know about you, but I know for me there are times when it 
can be challenging to abide in His Word longer than on Sunday morning.   
 
Even on Sunday morning, I am sure it has happened to you before. You are sitting in church or Sunday 
school or a Bible study and a thought or question crosses your mind related to what you are learning. 
The problem is, especially in the middle or worship service, you are not able to bring up that thought or 
question with your brothers and sisters in Christ. So what happens? Quite frequently these conversations 
happen while we are on our way to the car, in the parking lot. Sometimes they happen at home with our 
children and family. Sometimes they happen at work or at school. Sometimes they never happen.   
 
Last January—March, St. Paul hosted an Evangelist Training course for the Texas District of the LCMS. 
Throughout the course of that training attendees from St. Paul, Peace Hewitt and Trinity Badger Ranch 
would find themselves having deep conversations about the topic discussed in class in the parking lot. 
We would frequently remark during and after the conversations how we knew of many people who 
would have loved to have been part of the conversation we were having. After a while, the idea of          
recording these conversations for others to listen to as podcasts was brought up, and then the name for 
the podcast was birthed - Parking Lot Conversations. 

 
Why Listen to a Parking Lot Conversations Podcast? 
 

During a Parking Lot Conversation a topic will be introduced. Frequently, it will be a topic we have 
learned about in worship or Sunday school. Other times we will take a current event and discuss how we 
might respond to that event as believers. In every podcast you will hear Scripture, doctrine, honest 
thoughts and questions, and most likely some laughter.   

 
What is a podcast?   
 

Simply put, it is a radio show that you go online to listen to, or go online to download and listen to later.   
 
Where can I find Parking Lot Conversations Podcasts?   
 

The easiest place to find them, or to send others to find them, is to go to the Heart Of Texas                 
Lutherans website (https://www.hotlutherans.com/parking-lot-conversations). There you will find the 
podcasts, along with links to anything we reference during the conversation. In the near future you 
will be able to find Parking Lot Conversations Podcasts wherever you normally download your favorite 
podcasts! 

A Message From Our Associate Pastor A Message From Our Associate Pastor  

Rev. Matthew Hardaway                                                     Email: pastorhardaway@splcwaco.com 

https://www.hotlutherans.com/parking-lot-conversations
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A Message From Our DeaconessA Message From Our Deaconess      

Dcs. Suzanne Krahn                                                                           Email: dcskrahn@splcwaco.com  

National and International Childhood Cancer Awareness 
 
September is National and International Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Cancer is a hard topic to discuss, but             
somehow childhood cancer seems even worse. 
 
A few statistics:  

1. 1 in 285 children will be diagnosed with cancer 
2. More than 95% of childhood cancer survivors will have a significant health-related issue by age 45 (from late-effects 

of cancer or its treatment) 
3. Cancer is number one cause of death by disease among children 
4. Few drugs have been developed since 1980 for children with cancer 
5. Only 4% of federal government cancer research funding goes to study pediatric cancer 

 
A few types of childhood cancers include: bone, brain, leukemia, liver, lymphoma (Hodgkin’s and Non-Hodgkin’s), and               
neuroblastoma. The overall survival rate for childhood cancer has increased drastically from 1974-2004. The 5 year survival 
rate is close to 80%. One quarter of those who survive face at least one chronic health condition. Late-effects of treatment 
can include: heart damage, second cancer, lung damage, infertility, cognitive impairment, growth deficits, hearing loss and 
more.  
 
There are a few striking differences between the national childhood cancer and international childhood cancer statistics. 
Nearly half of childhood cancers worldwide are cancers of the blood, but are rarely diagnosed in sub-Saharan Africa. Reports 
also hint at a surprising correlation between some forms of childhood cancers and infectious diseases. For example: Burkitt 
lymphoma is one of the rarest forms of  cancer but occurs in highest frequency in equatorial Africa where the exposure to 
Epstein-Barr virus and malaria are also prevalent. Kaposi sarcoma, another rare form of cancer, has a higher rate of diagnosis 
in countries with a high prevalence of HIV infection. As expected the survival rate is much lower in low-income countries than 
in higher-income countries, as much as 70% difference.  
 
Funding for childhood cancer research is predominately allocated through the National Cancer Institute (NCI).  
 
The American Childhood Cancer Organization (NCCO) is calling to increase awareness of incidence and devastation of the 
disease of American children. Childhood cancer has an international symbol, “the gold ribbon.” For more information and 
awareness of childhood cancer, and a chance to help with funding, you may visit the following Web sites for research:  
 National Cancer Institute (NCI) https://www.cancer.gov 
 St. Jude Research Hospital https://www.stjude.org  
 Children’s Oncology Group (COG)  https://www.childrensoncologygroup.org 
 American Childhood Cancer Organization (ACCO) https://www.acco.org 
 National Pediatric Cancer Foundation (NCPCF) https://nationalpcf.org  

 
Resource: https://www.acco.org/childhood-cancer  

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S, October 5, 2019:  
Participants carry flowers representing their connection to 
Alzheimer’s—a disease that currently has no cure. Join us 
to help raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, 
support, and research. To register for the walk or learn 
more, please visit https://act.alz.org/walk or you may see 
Deaconess Krahn with questions.  

Medical Mission at Home is sponsoring a Day of FREE 
Medical Care on Saturday, September 21, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at the Waco Convention Center. All services 
will be FREE and no insurance is needed. Services will               
be provided on a first-come, first-served basis. For more 
information please call 254.751.4535 or visit online at: 
www.providence.net/MedicalMission.  

https://www.cancer.gov/
https://www.stjude.org/
https://www.childrensoncologygroup.org/
https://www.acco.org/
https://nationalpcf.org/
https://act.alz.org/walk
http://www.providence.net/MedicalMission


Lord, Hear Our Prayers: 
 

 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last month,           
including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord lay His healing 
hand upon them.  

 

 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available 
through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.  

 

 We pray for all who are home-bound, in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including:                               
(a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and 
peace with their living situation.  

 

 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month, including: (a complete list is              
available through the church office).  We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.  

 

 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church 
office).  We pray the Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.  

 

 We pray for those serving in the mission field … may God continue to bless and keep them safe as 
they minister to the world as an extended outreach of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Waco, Texas.  

   

Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer.             
Please keep the church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list 
remains up-to-date. If you have any questions, please contact the church  office at 254.799.3211 or by 
email to: wecare@splcwaco.com.  

“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;  
He delivers them from all their troubles.” Psalm34:17 
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Join us for Sunday morning Bible Classes at 9:15am each week: Join us for Sunday morning Bible Classes at 9:15am each week: Join us for Sunday morning Bible Classes at 9:15am each week:  

 

Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center 
This group is going through a study on Christianity, Cults, and Other Religions.   

Men’s Bible Class, in the N4 Classroom 
 This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by 

Rev. Walter Albers.    
Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room 
 This group is going through the study: “God of Creation” a study of Gen. 1-11, by Jen Wilkin. Revisit 

familiar stories and historical figures, challenge your basic knowledge, and discover deeper meanings 
in the text. As God reveals Himself through Scripture, we can only begin to understand ourselves 
when we first glimpse the character, attributes, and promises of our Creator.  

Nursery - Kindergarten (classrooms), Grades 1-6 in Parish Hall & classrooms 
 These classes use the BUZZ curriculum which has a unique theme every quarter that teaches a mix 

of classic and uncommon Bible stories that kids haven't heard before–which impacts their faith and 
changes their lives. Music time uses song to reinforce the lessons and allows children to share their 
faith through occasional performances for the congregation. 

Grades 7-12, in the Youth Room 
 This age group is going through a tech-based Bible study.  
  

Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:     
 
Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Class, in the Parish Hall 
 This group works through selected studies, meeting every Tuesday morning at 6:30am. They are            

currently utilizing Bible studies prepared by Rev. Walter Albers.  
College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship 
 This group will resume meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., beginning September 3, on the Baylor 

campus. 
Young Adults Bible Study 

This group will resume meeting in the Fall.  
Ladies Wednesday Morning Bible Class, in the Conference Room 

This group meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month.  
Tuesday Evening Ekklesia Bible Study 

This group will resume meeting in the Fall.  
Sunday Evening Bible Studies 
 These groups will resume meeting in September. Due to the Labor Day holiday weekend, the groups 

will meet on the following dates: 9/8 (1st Sunday Group) and 9/22 (2nd Sunday Group). 
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training 

These classes will resume meeting on September 4. They meet on Wednesday evenings:  
 Confirmation Classes for 7/8 Grade, 6:30-7:45pm 
 Midweek School for 5/6 Grade, 6:30-7:30pm  

 

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in   
God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!   



ST. PAUL SENIOR ADULTS will 

come together on Wednesday,              

September 11, 2019  at 11:00 a.m. 

for Worship (with  Holy Communion)            

followed by a fellowship luncheon in 

the Family Center.  
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ST. PAUL SENIOR ADULTS  
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Out of respect for the privacy of our members, they will be identified by the initial of their first and 
last name only.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office.  

Acolytes 
8:00am Worship8:00am Worship8:00am Worship   

Sept. 1 - Volunteer Needed 
Sept. 8 - H. H. 
Sept. 15 - T. L. 
Sept. 22 - L. K. 
Sept. 29 - Volunteer Needed 
 

10:30am Worship10:30am Worship10:30am Worship   
Sept. 1 - R. H. 
Sept. 8 - J. S. 
Sept. 15 - C. E. 
Sept. 22 - C. G. 
Sept. 29 - C. E. 
 

Nursery Volunteers 
8:00am Worship8:00am Worship8:00am Worship   

Sept. 1 - J. & B. S. 
Sept. 8 - L. K. J. 
Sept. 15 - M. D. 
Sept. 22 - J. H.  
Sept. 29 - W. V./N. V. 
 

10:30am Worship10:30am Worship10:30am Worship 
Sept. 1 - J. K.  
Sept. 8 - K. & M. S. 
Sept. 15 - M. P./P. P. 
Sept. 22 - K. D. 
Sept. 29 - M. L. 
 
 
 

Altar Guild, Group 4 
 S. M. 
 K. V. 
 L. T.  
 B. K. 

Flower Chart 
S. L.  

 
 

 Altar Flowers 
Sept. 1 - B. & N. L. 
Sept. 8 - M. & C. B. 
Sept. 15 - L. & S. P. 
Sept. 22 - D. & P. R 
Sept. 29 - R. & L. T. 
 
 
Sunday Morning Greeters 

8:00am Worship8:00am Worship8:00am Worship   
Sept. 1 - J. H. 
Sept. 8 - J. H. 
Sept. 15 - M. & S. J. 
Sept. 22 - J. & C. B. 
Sept. 29 - S. & M. L. 
 

10:30am Worship10:30am Worship10:30am Worship   
Sept. 1 - S. & J. S. 
Sept. 8 - J. & K. T. 
Sept. 15 - E. P. 
Sept. 22 - J. & J. U. 
Sept. 29 - K. B. 
 

Elders of the Congregation 
R. F. 
T. J. 
T. H. 
D. M. 
C. M. 
B. S., Elder of the Month 
 

Ushers for the Month 
8:00am Worship, Group 98:00am Worship, Group 98:00am Worship, Group 9   

A. L, Hd.  
A. R., Asst. 
H. B.  
D. S. 
J. W.-S.  
B. S. 
C. L. 

10:30am Worship, Group 1010:30am Worship, Group 1010:30am Worship, Group 10   
D. R., Hd.  
P. E., Asst. 
H. S.  
S. S. 
S. R.   
H. S. 

A complete list of member birthdays is  
available in the church office.  

  
We do not publish this information on our  

Web site out of respect for the  
privacy of our members.  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=serve+the+lord&view=detailv2&&id=D6EDD953C6EE7092C42C6DE220CF3C6709BC06D5&selectedIndex=14&ccid=voUTGsXk&simid=608027195080706595&thid=OIP.Mbe85131ac5e4ae41fc11a79b37e2e855o0


Attendance and Offering for August 2019 
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Texas District Church Extension Fund: 
 
How can you save for tomorrow and help save souls for God with the same dollar? Invest that dollar with the Texas  
District Church Extension Fund (CEF). Every dollar you invest with CEF earns a competitive rate of return and provides 
low-cost construction loans to Texas congregations for buildings that help   enlarge God’s kingdom of believers. Your 
investment is a wise personal savings plan that allows CEF to make loans that serve others and show God’s love actively.  
 
             August Rates (Fixed)  (Floating) 
 One Year CD 2.27%APY 2.02%APY 
 Three Year CD 2.40%APY 1.89%APY 
 Five Year CD 2.65%APY 1.89%APY 
 Flex Savings   1.00%APY 
 Cong. Savings   1.26%APY 

 
For more information call Texas CEF at 1.800.951.3478, online at  www.TexasCEF.org. 

Official Acts for July/August 2019 

A complete list is available in the church office.  

A complete list is available in the church office.  
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Please contact the church office if your contact information should be updated and shared in an upcoming newsletter.  

Annual Church Picnic 
 

September 29, 2019 
following the 10:30 a.m.  

Worship Service 
 

We are planning this years annual church picnic in conjunction with our regular 5th Sunday            

Potluck. The church will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks; and we ask the members 

to please bring salads and desserts to share.  

 

We will have our annual silent auction and bake sale, and will also offer activities for children 

on the grounds outside the Family Center.  

 

Please bring your lawn chairs for outdoor activities!  

 

If you have any questions, would like to inquire about volunteer opportunities, the silent             

auction or bake sale, please contact Lisa Wolfe.  

A complete list is available in the church office.  
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SENIOR MOMENTS TRIP, OCTOBER 4 
 
 
 
 
Please join us for this special day-trip on Friday, October 4! Located on 293 acres of lush park land, the   
picturesque Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site gives visitors unique insights into the lives and 
times of the 59 delegates who met on that very spot on March 2, 1836 to make a formal declaration of 
independence from Mexico.  From 1836 to 1846, the Republic of Texas proudly but precariously existed as 
a separate and unique nation. Washington on the Brazos is, indeed, “Where Texas Became Texas.” 
 
Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site has many onsite attractions open daily, as well as an            
incredible year-round schedule of events and programs.  On the grounds of this TPWD-run state park               
is the Star of the Republic Museum (administered by Blinn College); Independence Hall; and Barrington 
Living History Farm. The site’s Visitor Center features interactive exhibits which present a timeline of the 
Texas Revolution; it also houses the spacious Washington Emporium Gift Shop, which offers snacks and a 
wide range of Texas-themed items.  
 
Please watch for a sign-up sheet coming soon! Cost will be $15 per person for transportation and        
entry, plus lunch at your own expense. If you have questions, please contact Deaconess Krahn.  

In celebration of Grandparents Day, the St. Paul LWML will have                
muffins available in the foyer between worship services on Sunday, 
September 8.  
 
This is your chance to partner with us by bringing your Mite money 
(loose changes or bills) and or giving a donation. The muffins are           
always tasty and the cause is worthwhile.  Thank you for your support!  

Choir Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, August 28! We will meet on Wednesday 

evenings in the choir room at 6:15 p.m. and we would welcome ANYONE who is 

interested in joining us! We will begin working on Advent and Christmas music as 

the holidays are fast approaching.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Steve Randolph or just show up for                  

rehearsal and we will be happy to welcome you!  
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In order to help our congregation be prepared in the  
event of emergency situations, we will be hosting a  
Safety Training Event on Saturday, September 7, 2019.  
(Registration is closed.) 
 
In the midst of writing up a plan to train and pre-position congregations to respond to disasters, we 
realized that it is critical to prepare not only for natural disasters but for man-made ones as well. To 
this end, The Texas District LCMS has partnered with a Texas-based and board-certified security and 
firearms training organization to provide training opportunities throughout the state of Texas.  
 
This training will consist of some classroom training covering the history of the active shooter,             
characteristics of the active shooter, active shooter response, medical care under fire as well as 
practical scenarios to test our abilities to respond. The event will be from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; 
with lunch and snacks included. 
 
If you have any questions, please see Pastor Krueger or Charlie Morgan.  

Disaster Training event 
 September 7, 2019 

Men’s Club Blood Drive 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 
 
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the 
church foyer.   
Carter Blood Care will set up the 
Blood Drive Bus in the parking lot.  SUNDAY EVENING HOME BIBLE 

STUDY GROUPS will resume meeting in 
September. The Bible studies will be 
based on “This Is The Life,” a television           
series produced for 36 years by The                
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Please 
plan to join one of the study groups. Watch 
upcoming bulletins for more details.  
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Children & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth Activities   
email: board_of_ed@splcwaco.comemail: board_of_ed@splcwaco.comemail: board_of_ed@splcwaco.com   

 9/4:  Confirmation & Midweek Classes 
 resume at 6:30 p.m. 

 9/15:   Nerf Wars (grades 7-12) 
 
If you have questions, would like to volunteer  
to help with events, or have ideas to share for 
possible future events…please stop by the           
Sunday School office.  

All parents and students in grades 5All parents and students in grades 5--8, please 8, please 
plan to attend the Parent Meeting & Student plan to attend the Parent Meeting & Student   

Orientation on Wednesday, August 28, Orientation on Wednesday, August 28,   
at 6:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary.  at 6:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary.    

Classes will resume on September 4. Classes will resume on September 4.   
  

Acolyte forms have been mailed to students in Acolyte forms have been mailed to students in 
grades 7grades 7--8. Please complete and return your form 8. Please complete and return your form 
as soon as possible to aid in scheduling of acolyte as soon as possible to aid in scheduling of acolyte 

service. If you did not receive a form, please service. If you did not receive a form, please   
contact the church office at 254.799.3211 contact the church office at 254.799.3211   

or wecare@splcwaco.com.or wecare@splcwaco.com.  
  

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please If you are unable to attend the meeting, please 
contact Pastor Krueger  at 254.715.1707 or contact Pastor Krueger  at 254.715.1707 or   

pastorkrueger@splcwaco.compastorkrueger@splcwaco.com  
 

We are looking for volunteers to serve               
as Sunday school teachers for the September-
November term for the classes listed below.  
 

 Nursery 2-3 

 Grades 1-3 

 Grades 3-6 

 
If you are interested in teaching, please stop 
by the Sunday School office or contact Darby 
Ehlers at 254.548.4886. 

All youth grades 7-12 are invited to join 

us on Sunday, September 15 for lunch 

and Nerf Wars! You can bring your own 

Nerf gun or use the ones provided.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Jerry Tucker at 254.379.4884.  



We’re on the Web: 

www.splcwaco.com 
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Search for StPaulWaco and like our page. 

Phone: 254.799.3211 
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www.splcwaco.com 

 

Visit our Web site for news, information,  
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www.splcwaco.com  

http://www.splcwaco.com
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulWaco/?ref=bookmarks
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