October 2021 Edition

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

From Our Senior Pastor
Rev. Larry Krueger

pastorkrueger@splcwaco.com

Of Reformation and Retirement
TOPIC
Pastor Krueger article

Page
1-2

Deaconess Krahn article

3

Prayer List

4

DCE Megan article

5

65th Anniversary
Celebration
Call Committee Update

6

Church Plant Update
Circuit Reformation
LWML Sunday

7

Classes for All Ages

8

Youth & Children Activities

9

Worship
Trunk or Treat

Back
Cover

Sunday Worship
8am & 10:30am
Bible Class/Sunday School
9:15am

“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus.” (Romans 3:22b–24, ESV)
On October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the Castle
Church doors in Wittenberg, he had no idea how his life would unfold in the
years ahead. He would become the face of the time in history known as the
Reformation. At the heart of the Reformation message was the pure teaching of
justification by grace. The Romans 3 passage printed above with its message of
“all have sinned…and are justified by grace as a gift…that is in Christ Jesus”
remained central in Luther’s teachings and remains so today in the doctrines of
the Lutheran Church.
When I began my public ministry as a pastor, I had learned that message was to
be central in my proclamation of the Gospel. Thirty-five years ago I had no idea
where God would lead or guide in my years of public ministry. But, I knew at the
center of what I would preach along the way would the message of “all have
sinned…and are justified by grace as a gift…that is in Christ Jesus.”
The message of “Christ and Him crucified’ for the forgiveness of sins and His
great love for you and me is what I have been privileged to proclaim in many
and various settings of ministry. Now, as I approach the upcoming date of my
retirement from full-time public ministry, it is the reforming message of Christ
and the salvation that comes through Him alone that I hope will be remembered by all whose lives I have been privileged to serve over the years.
On the topic of retirement, I have shared with the St. Paul Board of Directors
the guidelines for pastors upon retirement from a congregation set forth in
a document from the LCMS Texas District titled, “Retiring Well.” Contained in
that document is what The Council of Presidents of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod has set forth as ethical guidelines for retiring pastors. Since it is
my intention to follow these guidelines upon my retirement in order to foster a
smooth and peaceful transition from my time of service to the service of your
new pastor, the Board has asked that I share these guidelines with you so that,
as a congregation, you too will know what to expect upon my retirement.
continues on page 2
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The pertinent points of these ethical retirement guidelines are quoted, as follows:
1. It is recommended, upon retirement, that a pastor sever all pastoral ties with those previously served
in the local parish. This includes weddings, funerals, pastoral calls and visits, and especially giving advice
and counsel, and in any way continuing the previous pastoral relationships. This also involves attending
church functions and services until an agreement can be made with the new pastor. The retired
pastor should have little to no contact with the ministry, nor should he serve it in any capacity, either
professionally or as a volunteer because of the sphere of influence he still has. Continuing ties of
friendship is one thing, pastoral ties is another. He is no longer the pastor of this parish.
2. It is prudent for a retired pastor that he consider not remaining a member of the congregation served
at the time of retirement. Transferring one’s membership to another congregation is very helpful to aid
the successor pastor to assume pastoral leadership more readily. It also provides an opportunity for the
retired pastor to enter fully into the life of a different congregation with clarity about the pastor’s
retired role.
3. If remaining within the community last served, the retiring pastor ought not attend the church
previously served for a period of at least six months to one year following the retirement. Visits
following that period will be at the invitation of the new pastor. Participation in baptisms, weddings and
funerals should be by invitation of the new pastor. Persons not associated with the church should be
encouraged to form a relationship with the church and its new pastor.
4. It is imperative that members avoid discussing issues concerning the congregation, the current pastor,
the staff, the Circuit, or any other aspect of congregational life with a former pastor or other ordained
minister, or even members worshipping within the congregation. Such discussions are likely to be
perceived as soliciting advice or counsel on church matters. It is in his best interest and for the health
and welfare of the church, as well as the Kingdom, that a former pastor distance himself from the
congregation and that other ministers not usurp the relationship between the current pastoral
leadership and the congregation.
5. It is disruptive for a pastor to succeed himself as Interim Minister of the church immediately served.
Upon retirement, the pastor will sever all pastoral ties with the former congregation.
6. A violation of this is a breach of ministerial ethics and may potentially interfere in some one’s divine
call.
In accord with the guidelines quoted above, after my official retirement date of November 30, 2021, I will be
stepping away from my pastoral duties at St. Paul Lutheran Church. Additionally, in other parts of the “Retiring
Well” document, this same kind of guidance is provided for the wife of the pastor. So, in the same way, Sally
will be stepping away from her involvement in activities at St. Paul, too. Together, we hope to enable a smooth
transition for the next pastor and his family.
Please know that we cherish your love and care and friendship. Thus, it is the hope of both of us to maintain the
“continuing ties of friendship” we have formed at St. Paul. We have been extremely blessed by your kindness
and friendship during these past eight years. By stepping away in the manner outlined above, it is our sincere
desire and hope for the new pastor and family who follows us to be as warmly welcomed and abundantly
blessed by you, as well.
It is truly my hope that following these retirement guidelines will contribute to a smooth transition for the new
pastor (and his family) at St. Paul as he begins a new part of his journey in pastoral ministry. In this process and
in all things may God be praised and the Gospel of Christ be proclaimed. To Him be the glory forever and ever!
Love God and love your neighbor,
Pastor Krueger
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A Message From Our Deaconess
Dcs. Suzanne Krahn

Email: dcskrahn@splcwaco.com

Healthy Eating is Human: Joys, Challenges, and three things You Can Do
No one will come up with the same answer when asked ‘What does eating healthy mean to you?’ Some
people will proclaim abstinence from fast foods or eating more fruits and vegetables. Some will say only
occasionally eating a favorite sweet free from guilt. While some have to abide by diet restrictions due to
health reasons, others will just say ‘eat in moderation.’ There is no correct answer because it is to each
person’s own unique way of thinking.
Healthy eating is human and we all have our own individual wants and needs. These will probably change
as we mature and adapt to our own ever-changing dietary needs.
Healthy eating means eating from all the right food groups. But healthy eating needs to also be enjoyable.
By finding a balance to fit to your unique needs, you can still enjoy a sweet treat occasionally.
Healthy eating means being flexible in different situations and adapting to the current circumstances. If
you cannot cook on an occasion, choose the best alternative take-out or dine-out meal. “Healthy eating is
not defined by a single meal but by the choices we make every day,” says Ariane Lang (see author footnote
below).
We will face challenges with our eating habits. Too many carbohydrates or too few fibers, such as refined
carbohydrates or whole grains are two examples.
There are three choices that we can do for better eating:
1. Make your decision— Make the process as easy as you can.
2. Prepare meals for an entire week— Keep foods and snacks close by for easy taking. Prepare veggies
for snacks as well as have fruit at a visible range.
3. Follow a routine – But, allow for choices. Predetermined meals and snacks save time and allow for
better choices. This makes grocery shopping much easier, as well.
Our needs and appetites are ever-changing. Our physical needs change as we mature. Set up your own
routine for healthy eating. Consider working with a registered dietician to help you conceptualize and
sustain a nutritious meal plan for your specific needs and lifestyle.
Author: Ariane Lang, BSc, MBA June 29, 2021, medically reviewed by Kim Rose, RDN, LD.
Resource: https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/joys-of-healthy-eating

Note of Thanks: We must express our most sincere thanks to the St. Paul Lutheran Church family for all
the well wishes, cards, and prayers during my recent leave of absence and recent surgery. It is a pleasure
to serve here as your Deaconess, and I am so happy to be back at work again.
God Bless you all. Deaconess Suzanne Krahn and family.
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 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last month, including: (a complete
list is available through the church office).. We pray the Lord lay His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for those on hospice care, including: Dorothy Quiram, Anita Pick. We pray Lord provide them comfort and peace.
 (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.
 We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord
give them comfort and peace with their living situation.
 We for all those in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.
 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month; including: (a complete list is available through the church
office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.
 We continue our prayers for the Church Plant Team and the process of planting a new LCMS church in the Central
Texas area; and also for the Pastoral Call Committee as they continue to prayerfully consider the candidates for the
office of Senior Pastor for St. Paul Lutheran Church. We pray the Lord continue to guide their paths and decisions to
continue to grow and expand His kingdom.
 We pray for those affected by natural disasters in recent months, including the Haiti earthquake, Hurricane Ida, and
Hurricane Nicholas. May the Lord give them peace and understanding during this difficult time.
 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord
keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer. Please keep the church
office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list remains up-to-date. If you have any questions,

Servants for October
Volunteers are listed by initial only to protect their privacy.
ACOLYTES:
10/3 H S (8:00am)
C W (10:30am)
10/10 E M (8:00am)
H H (10:30am)
10/17 E A (8:00am)
J H (10:30am)
10/24 H G (8:00am)
C T (10:30am)
10/31 Z F (8:00am)
W W (10:30am)
ELDER OF THE MONTH:
IC
USHERS
8am Worship: Group 3
10:30am Worship: Group 4

ALTAR FLOWERS:
10/3 D & L B
10/10 LWML
10/17 K & C C
10/24 C & C W
10/31 B D
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
10/3 M & C B (8:00am)
D & P R (10:30am)
10/10 J & B S (8:00am)
C & H T (10:30am)
10/17 T A (8:00am)
J & R R (10:30am)
10/24 H K (8:00am)
J & R R (10:30am)
10/31 J & R R (8:00am)
J & R R (10:30am)
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A Message From Our DCE Intern
Megan Harcrow

Email: DCEMegan@gmail.com

Talking Pictures
If you are anything like me, Evangelism may not be your God given gift. I was always too shy, didn’t know what to
say or do. Even in mission trip settings I still was the timid one in the back unsure of myself. It was not until college
I learned that evangelism doesn’t have to be knocking door to door. Evangelism can take on many forms, one of
my favorites forms to learn about was Talking Pictures. This is a book by my professor at Concordia, Dr. Jacob
Youmans.
The basic premise of the book is that even an outing to the movies can turn into a chance to witness to someone.
We all watch movies. We typically watch movies with others and talk about those movies. Lo and behold we have
ready made witnessing at hand. Not every movie has a blatant tie to Christ. But look deep enough and you can
find a theme with which to work. In school I tied Lord of the Rings to the story of Christ. I used this tool often on
any movie trip I took.
So, we have the opportunity and the know-how. How do we speak to people? It can be as simple as discussing the
movie’s theme; and then mentioning how it reminds you of a Biblical theme. I never set out with the express goal
of evangelism. I would perk up when the conversation took a turn I could use, one that naturally reminded me of
a Biblical story or theme. You can be talking about the crazy cool stunts in The Dark Knight, only to have it lead to
a conversation about Christ being the Savior we don’t deserve. But the One we need.
Next time you see a movie, be it with family, friends, or strangers, I encourage you to try this technique.
For a deeper look check out Dr. Youmans Book; Talking Pictures: How to turn a trip to the movies into a mission
trip.

Everyone please make plans to join us on Sunday, October 3, 2021 as we celebrate the 65th Anniversary
of St. Paul Lutheran Church. We will have one worship service that morning at 10:00 a.m., with a lunch
following. There will be no Sunday School or Bible Class that morning to allow everyone the opportunity
to attend worship and the luncheon. We will also be re-dedicating the Family Center, to be named the
Albers Family Life Center, in honor of Rev. Walter & Mrs. Elna Albers. The Albers children and families
will be present for the re-dedication that morning.

Members are kindly asked to bring their favorite desserts to share for the lunch.
Reservations for the lunch meal are closed at this time.

PAGE 6

ME S S E NG E R

OCTOBER 2021

A meeting for the Congregation was held on Sunday, September 26, in the Family Center. Following the Church
Bylaws, this was an informational meeting for the Call Committee to present the names of candidates being
considered for a call as Senior Pastor. No vote was taken at this meeting. On site visits will be conducted with
certain candidates being considered for the call as Senior Pastor.
Please continue to keep those serving on the call committee (a complete list of those serving on this
committee is available in the church office) in your prayers as we move forward to the next steps in calling
a pastor. If you have any questions about the process, please feel free to contact any member of the call
committee.
Greetings in the name of Christ!
The leadership team at our new Waco area
church plant has been busy over the summer
getting ready for what God is already doing!
We are excited to report on our activities and
introduce you to Gathering.
Gathering is the name of the mission being
planted in the Robinson area. The team chose this
name because we have been called to gather
around the cross and journey through life
together. We desire to model the church as
described in Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.”

St. Mark Lutheran Church
invites you to the

2021 Circuit
Reformation Service
October 31, 2021
4:00 PM

Did you know? Approximately 60% of people in the Waco area are
unchurched or de-churched. They aren’t actively attending worship
and may not have a relationship with Jesus. Gathering is intentionally
setting out to reach these people.
The best way to learn more about who we are and how someone can
be part of this exciting opportunity to share Jesus is in our upcoming
interest meetings. The first one will be on October 6th at Rocket Cafe
on US 77 beginning at 6:30 pm. If that isn’t available, there’s another
one on October 20th & 27th at Te’Jun in Robinson at 6:30 pm. Please
let people know!

Octoberfest Meal to follow (Free)

To stay up-to-date on what’s going on with Gathering, sign up for
updates by texting GATHERINGINTEREST to 94000. You can also check
out our website at www.gatheringwaco.org for more information on
upcoming events and to financially support God’s work through
Gathering.

Offerings will support the new mission
plant in Robinson—
Gathering Lutheran Church.

We thank you for your prayers and support! We are partners in
sharing the Gospel and reaching the 60% in our community with the
love and grace found in Jesus Christ!

St. Mark Lutheran Church
2000 Clay Avenue
Waco, TX 76706
254.754.0644

Pastor Gerry & the Gathering Leadership Team
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Please plan to join us for our worship on Sunday, October 10, 2021 as we celebrate LWML
Sunday. Our guest preacher for our worship services that morning will be Rev. Mike Mattil.
Pastor Mattil has previously served as National LWML Pastoral Counselor, and LWML Texas
District Pastoral Counselor. He also served as Texas District Vice President of Area B. He
recently retired as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Denison, Texas.
LWML will also be having their regular Mite Box Sunday on October
10. Please place your donation in the display located in Mission
Central in the church foyer. We suggest that you place your donations
in a Ziploc bag. This way you can keep your mite box. Don’t have a
mite box? You can pick up one at our display. Your mite box funds
mission grants in Texas, the US and globally. One recipient of a
Mission Grant is Expansion Ministries, Inc. to benefit their E-Kids After School Program.
Expansion Ministries, Inc., is endeavoring to obey Jesus’ command by reaching out to
predominantly low-income Latino children. The program seeks to help children meet their
spiritual, physical and intellectual needs. This is happening in two Dallas area apartment
complexes, where they help kids with their homework and provide afterschool activities
and snacks. They also build trust with parents and extended families, which leads to an
opportunity to teach biblical principals and LCMS doctrine to the children. The goal is
to draw them closer to Jesus and His saving grace, and bring the family to worship at a
Lutheran church in the area.
MUFFINS FOR MITES: The LWML will also host a Muffins for Mites Bake
Sale that morning between worship services. All proceeds will benefit the
Mite Box collections which fund Mission Grants! Donation of muffins
would be appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact any
LWML member.
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Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings
(Masks are optional for all classes/events).
Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center
Beginning October 10, this class will be studying the Epistle of 1 Peter.
Men’s Bible Class, classroom behind the Parish Hall
This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by
Rev. Walter Albers.
Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group will begin a new study on Sunday, October 10, Joy, a study of Philippians. This close look
at Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, the “letter of joy,” unpacks messages of contentment, confidence,
humility, and hope - all found in Christ and infused with joy - in the mountaintop moments and the
mundane. This study will help you realize the gifts from God’s hand more fully.
Nursery - Grades 7 in classrooms
These classes learn about God’s love through lessons, crafts, and music.
Grades 8-12, in the Youth Room
This age group is using a blend of regular Bible studies including music and videos.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:
College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship
This group meets on Tuesday evenings (Rogers, 207, Baylor campus).
Sunday Evening Bible Study, in the Family Center
This group meets on the first Sunday of each month at 5:00 p.m. in the St. Paul Family Center for a
time of Bible Study and fellowship. They are continuing the study on Angels. Attendees are invited to
bring your own supper, to begin eating at 5:00 p.m. with Bible study to follow.
Ladies Bible Study Group in the Conference Room
This group meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month in the Conference Room. They are
going through a study on Daniel.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training
These classes meet on Wednesday evenings.
 Confirmation Classes for 7/8 Grade, 6:30-7:45pm
 Midweek School for 5/6 Grade, 6:30-7:30pm

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians
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Children & Youth Activities
CHECK OUT THE NEW
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY RESOURCES
FOR KIDS (AND PARENTS)
ON THE ST. PAUL WEB SITE
(WWW.SPLCWACO.COM).
On the Children’s Ministry Web page click on
“Children’s Resources” to access these ministry
resources for use with your children.
The resources include the following topics:
 Devotions - Kids
 Devotions - Parents
 Coloring Sheets
 Games
 Crafts
 Snacks
 Kid-Friendly Things to do in Waco
 At-Home Sunday School Materials
Click here to check out the resource page!
Thank you to DCE Intern, Megan Harcrow for
her efforts in collecting this
information for the congregation.

 10/31

Trunk or Treat

If you have questions, would like to volunteer to help
with events, or have ideas to share for possible
future events, please contact DCE Intern, Megan
Harcrow, Ashlee Peacock, or Jerry Tucker.

If you would like to volunteer to decorate your
vehicle and hand out candy to trick
trick--or
or--treaters,
help with set
set--up/clean
up/clean--up or prepare food/drinks
at the event, please sign
sign--up in the church foyer by
Sunday, October 10.
If you would like to participate, but aren’t
sure that you will have the time or materials to
decorate your vehicle, please contact DCE Intern,
Megan Harcrow (church office, 254.799.3211; or
email: DCEMegan@gmail.com) to see about the
possibility of the church providing decorations for
your vehicle!

We would love to have a parking lot full of
decorated vehicles this year!
If you have questions, please contact
Ashlee Peacock or Megan Harcrow.
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