March 2020 Edition

From Our Senior Pastor
Rev. Larry Krueger

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
TOPIC

Page

Pastor Krueger Article

1

Pastor Hardaway Article

2

DCS Krahn Article

3

5th Sunday Potluck
Prayer Guide

4

Classes for All Ages

5

Calendar of Events

6

Servants for the Month

7

Krueger continued

8

pastorkrueger@splcwaco.com

March On
I was in the 7th grade when Troy schools began a band program. As one can imagine,
those early days at band practice produced some squeaky and eerie sounds coming
out of the various instruments we were learning to play. However, as time went on,
the sound coming from those instruments got better and better. We began to have
concerts. Then, on one fall day on a Friday night, we lined up on the goal line of the
football field and marched onto the field. That initial march onto the field was a
highlight in the history of Troy schools. Never before had the school had a band,
much less one that marched onto the field and performed at halftime. That initial
march on the field was just the beginning of many more to follow, with more
complexity, more variety, and a more accomplished sound as time went on. Quite
simply, the more we marched, the better we got at what we were doing.
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Isn’t that generally true in any task? The more practice we put into something the
better we get at it. I’m not going to go so far as to say, “Practice makes perfect.”
After all, even the most accomplished performer will have a trip up every now and
then. But, in general, the theory holds true, even extending into the practice of
living out our faith. When we follow God and His Word, tasks that may seem
difficult or even insurmountable at first glance get accomplished. We just need to
march on.
When I think about marching on with God, I think of the task Joshua faced when the
people of Israel had entered the Promised Land following the Exodus out of Egypt.
The Lord had given the command to conquer Jericho. Jericho was fortified with
strong walls to protect it. The task was daunting and seemed insurmountable. Yet,
the Lord gave Joshua the simple command to march on. The Lord’s exact words are
recorded, as follows:
You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city
once. Thus shall you do for six days. Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets
of rams' horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around
the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. And when they
make a long blast with the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the
trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of
the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight
before him.” (Joshua 6:3–5, ESV)
Article continues on page 8.
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A Message From Our Associate Pastor
Rev. Matthew Hardaway

Email: pastorhardaway@splcwaco.com

Jesus In The Psalms - Psalm 19 (NLT)
I have often said (and preached more than once) that I LOVE the law. I love knowing that Jimmy is not supposed
to cut in front of me in line. I love knowing that the person who spoke wrongly about me is in the wrong. I cheer
when the person who sped past me on I-35 as I was going the speed limit is pulled over just a mile or two later. I
am not alone, we all love justice. We love when someone gets their due! We all want to “Stick It To The Man,” so
to speak.
And while I might not like it when the law tells me I was the one who cut in line (7th Commandment), or I was the
one who spoke wrongly about someone else (8th Commandment), or that I was the one who sped (4th
Commandment and 5th Commandment), the Psalms tells us this is actually a good thing for us!
Because without the law, “How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?” (v. 12a)
To be honest, I can’t. So I pray, “Cleanse me from these hidden faults.” (v. 12b)
God not only hears that prayer, He answers it with His Law - to which David says:
7
The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.
8
The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are
clear, giving insight for living.
9
Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair.
10
They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are sweeter than honey, even honey
dripping from the comb.
We usually place Law and Gospel at odds with each other. Because of the Law, I need the Gospel. The Law begins
to look like the bad guy! Since it comes from God though, it is just as holy and good as the Gospel. Instructions
revive the soul. Decrees make wise the simple. Commandments bring joy. Commands give insight. Reverence
lasts forever. The laws are fair. They are more desirable than all the things of this world!
Perhaps the biggest reason why the Law is benefiting to me is that it shows me my sinful state but doesn’t leave
me there. The law leads and guides me - and when I do slip up… when I have an ill thought, or find myself over
the speed-limit, or find myself struggling with the thorn in my flesh, I know that the Law-giver is also the
Law-Fulfiller.
When Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days He was not just tempted the three times that are specifically
spoken about. Luke 4:13 says, “And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed until an opportune
time.” Jesus experienced every temptation to sin the devil could throw at Him, and He resisted every single
one. This, along with His passion, death, resurrection and ascension are all how He fulfills the Law in my stead.
Now, instead of fear condemnation and judgement for my mistakes, I know I can repent and confess, receive
forgiveness, and pray to God,
“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O LORD, my rock and my
redeemer!” (v. 14)
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A Message From Our Deaconess
Dcs. Suzanne Krahn

Email: dcskrahn@splcwaco.com

Tuberculosis: An Little Thought of Disease
Tuberculosis (TB) has been around for thousands of years. It was studied in England and France in the early
1700’s, and finally in late 1800’s there was a medication to help fight the deadly disease. It is a potentially
serious infectious disease in the lungs caused by a bacteria called Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MT). It is
spread from one person to another through tiny droplets released into the air via coughing, sneezing,
speaking, spitting, laughing, or singing. There was a vaccine developed in the early 1900’s. Then in the
mid-1980’s there was a resurgence of the disease due to the emergence of the HIV virus. But by the early
1990’s it was back under some control according to the Center for Disease Control (CDC). According to the
CDC, there still is a concern for the disease reemerging.
There are to different types of TB. Latent TB is having the bacteria in your body but not infectious (in an
inactive state). Active TB is the bacteria that is actually making you sick and is very contagious. Symptoms
include: coughing that lasts three or more weeks, coughing up blood, chest pain or pain with breathing or
coughing, unintentional weight loss, fatigue, fever, drenching night sweats, chills, and loss of appetite.
TB may spread to other parts of the body, i.e., kidneys, spine, or brain. A person is at an increased risk of TB
if people: have a weakened immune system or autoimmune disease; have HIV/AIDS; use IV drugs; are
in contact with active TB people; are from a Latin American, African, or Asian country; live or work in
communal areas, i.e. prisons or nursing homes; work in the health care industry; are children or the elderly.
Everyone should be vaccinated for TB. If you are one of those people who are susceptible and/or work in
the above mentioned jobs, most employers require TB skin tests annually. Treatment is with special
antibiotics for a long period of time (6-9 months). Treatment is a complicated and lengthy process. If you
and/or your family have been exposed, you need to be tested. Then prevention is the best policy. Stay at
home, ventilate the room, cover your mouth, and wear a mask until you have been confirmed healthy.
There is much more I could say about TB, but there is not room in this article. For further information the
Mayo Clinic has good information. Researchgate.net also has an in-depth article on the subject. This is one
of those diseases that, if not in the current news cycle, one tends to forget about it. It is a real concern now
that there has been such an influx of illegal immigrants from Latin and South America.
This topic has always had special meaning to me, as my maternal grandmother died in 1919 at the age of
about 42 from active TB. She was placed in a Sanitarium back in those days to prevent the spread to her
family. My maternal grandfather even built her a tiny one room house so she could come home and see her
family through small windows. My mother (age 2 ½) could only see her mother through those windows and
had no physical contact.
God’s Blessings to all who suffer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Resources: https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/tuberculosis

Everyone is invited to join us in the Family Center on Sunday, June 30, for a 5th Sunday
Congregational Potluck after the 10:30am worship service.
This will be a true potluck…
 We will only enjoy the items provided by our church family that day
 The church will not be providing the entrée or meat portion of the meal
Everyone please bring your favorite dish, casserole, salad, and/or dessert to share and stay
after worship to enjoy fellowship and fun with our church family!
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“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;
He delivers them from all their troubles.” Psalm34:17

Lord, Hear Our Prayers:
 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last
month,
including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord lay
His healing hand upon them.

 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available
through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

 We pray for all who are home-bound, in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a
complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and
peace with their living situation.

 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month; including: (a complete list is
available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.

 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church
office). We pray the Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.

 We pray for those serving in the mission field … may God continue to bless and keep them safe as
they minister to the world as an extended outreach of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Waco, Texas.
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer.
Please keep the church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list
remains up-to-date. If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 254.799.3211 or by
email to: wecare@splcwaco.com.
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Join us for Sunday morning Bible Classes at 9:15am each week:
Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center
This group is studying the book of Genesis.
Adult Bible Class in the Chapel
Beginning on Sunday, March 1, Pastor Hardaway will begin a new study, “You Believe What?”
reviewing the Small Catechism with an evangelism emphasis. This class will serve as a ‘refresher’ in
the Lutheran faith and as an information class for anyone desiring to join St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Men’s Bible Class, in the N4 Classroom
This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by
Rev. Walter Albers.
Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group is utilizing the study examining the things we say that get in the way of our relationships
with God and with others. Each chapter uses humor, anecdotes, and observations to introduce
Scripture passages that address common behaviors and attitudes.
Nursery - Kindergarten (classrooms), Grades 1-6 in Parish Hall & classrooms
These classes use the BUZZ curriculum which has a unique theme every quarter that teaches a mix
of classic and uncommon Bible stories that kids haven't heard before–which impacts their faith and
changes their lives. Music time uses song to reinforce the lessons and allows children to share their
faith through occasional performances for the congregation.
Grades 7-12, in the Youth Room
This age group is going through a tech-based Bible study.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:
Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Class, in the Parish Hall
This group works through selected studies, meeting every Tuesday morning at 6:30 a.m.
College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship
This group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. on Baylor campus.
Ladies Wednesday Morning Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month for a time of Bible study.
Tuesday Evening Ekklesia Bible Study
This group will resume meeting soon. Watch for details on day/location in upcoming bulletins/newsletters.
Sunday Evening Bible Studies
These groups meet on the first and second Sunday of the month in host homes for a time of Bible
Study and fellowship.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training
These classes meet on Wednesday evenings. During the Lenten season these classes will meet
immediately following our Wednesday evening worship services:

Confirmation Classes for 7/8 Grade, 6:30-7:45pm

Midweek School for 5/6 Grade, 6:30-7:30pm

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!

PAGE 6

ME S S E NG E R

Sunday Worship Hours: 8:00am and 10:30am
Sunday School/Bible Class: 9:15am

March 2020

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated during worship
on the FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAY of each month.

Elder of the Month: B. Strickland

Sunday
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

7

10
2nd Sunday in Lent
9
Delta Inn Outreach
10:00am Quilting (PH) 6:30am Men’s B.S./Breakfast
10:00am Tri-Cities Ministries
Deadline to Sign-up for Youth 6:00pm Men’s Club
Project
(restaurant TBD)
12:00pm N-6th Zoo Trip
5:30pm 2nd Sun. Home B.S.
(host: M/M John Banta)

11

12

13

14

15

1

2

1st Sunday in Lent

10:00am Quilting (PH)

5:30pm 1st Sun. Home B.S.
(host: Sharron Reinhardt)

 Holy Communion

3

Thursday

6:30am Men’s B.S./Breakfast 10:30am Ladies B.S. (CR) 7:00am Lawn/Building
10:00am Tri-Cities Ministries
12:00pm Lenten Worship
Maintenance
6:30pm Lenten Worship
7:00pm College Bible Study
(BU, Draper Hall #140)
Confirmation Classes
(grades 5-8)
following evening worship

8

12:00pm Lenten Worship 7:00am Lawn/Building
12:45pm Seniors Lunch
Maintenance
(FC) 10:00am Youth Service
1:45pm LWML (CR)
Project
6:30pm Lenten Worship
No Confirmation Classes—
Spring Break

16

17

18

19

20

21

 Holy Communion

10:00am Quilting (PH) 6:30am Men’s B.S./Breakfast 12:00pm Lenten Worship
6:30pm Lenten Worship
4:00pm Newsletter
10:00am Tri-Cities Ministries
Deadline
7:00pm College Bible Study
Confirmation Classes
5:30pm Nominating
(BU, Draper Hall #140)
(grades 5-8)
Committee
following evening worship
Meeting (CR)
6:00pm SPJST (FC)
7:00pm Bd. Directors
(PH)

22

4th Sunday in Lent
Blood Drive
2:00pm College Student
Bowling (BU SUB)

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

3rd Sunday in Lent

5th Sunday in Lent

12:00pm 5th Sunday Potluck
(FC)

B.S. = Bible Study

10:00am Quilting (PH)

10:00am Quilting (PH)

7:00am Lawn/Building
Maintenance
9:00am Ct. 18 Pastor
Meeting
(Trinity, Woodway)

6:30am Men’s B.S./Breakfast 10:30am Ladies B.S. (CR) 7:00am Lawn/Building
12:00pm Lenten Worship
10:00am Tri-Cities Ministries
Maintenance
7:00pm College Bible Study 6:30pm Lenten Worship
(BU, Draper Hall #140)
Confirmation Classes
(grades 5-8)
following evening worship

6:30am Men’s B.S./Breakfast
10:00am Tri-Cities Ministries
7:00pm College Bible Study
(BU, Draper Hall #140)

FC = Family Center

LWML = Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

PH = Parish Hall
TBD = To Be Determined

YR = Youth Room

CR = Conference Room

HCM = Health Care Ministry

[Facilities available for use by MEMBERS with a signed usage agreement and fee to offset utility costs]
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Out of respect for the privacy of our servants, they will be identified by the initial of their first and last name only.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.

Acolytes
8:00am Worship
March 1 - T L
March 8 - E M
March 15 - E A
March 22 - T L
March 29 - C E
10:30am Worship
March 1 - C H
March 8 - C T
March 15 - C W
March 22 - J H
March 29 - K T
Special Worship Services
March 4 - J H (6:30pm)
March 11 - C H (6:30pm)
March 18 - K T (6:30pm)
March 25 - C E (6:30pm)
April 1 - J H (6:30pm)
April 9 - C E (6:30pm)
April 10 - C H (12pm)
E A (7:00pm)
April 12 - J H (6:30am)

Nursery Volunteers
8:00am Worship
March 1 - L W
March 8 - S P
March 15 - J L
March 22 - H K
March 29 - C & T L
10:30am Worship
March 1 - J & R R
March 8 - D & P R
March 15 - A & J T
March 22 - M P/P P
March 29 - K H

Altar Guild, Group 3
AD
LR
MD
BH
JD
JB
Flower Chart
AB

Altar Flowers
March 1 March 4 March 8 March 11 March 15 March 18 March 22 March 25 March 29 -

Hand Family
OPEN
L&JS
OPEN
S&LS
K&CC
R&LM
OPEN
G&JH

Sunday Morning Greeters
8:00am Worship
March 1 - C & J M
March 8 - B & J N
March 15 - D & K S
March 22 - M & J L
March 29 - S U
10:30am Worship
March 1 - M & B H
March 8 - L & C G
March 15 - B & P S
March 22 - R & D T
March 29 - J & M L

Elders of the Congregation
RF
TJ
TH
DM
CM
B S, Elder of the Month

Ushers for the Month
8:00am Worship, Group 11
M J, Hd.
J B, Asst.
CM
DW
JS
MD
10:30am Worship, Group 12
D S, Hd.
R K, Asst.
TK
BH
FS
AS
March 4, Lent Worship, Group 12
D S, Hd.
R K, Asst.
TK
BH
FS
AS
March 11, Lent Worship, Group 1
W H, Hd.
J D, Asst.
GA
BG
JL
March 18, Lent Worship, Group 2
R B, Hd.
J T, Asst.
CT
BK
IC
March 25, Lent Worship, Group 3
L P, Hd.
E K, Asst.
ML
SS
BL
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Pastor Krueger continued:
That is what the people did. They marched on and Jericho fell to their hands in defeat. They trusted God
and kept on marching. We can learn from their example. In life there can be problems and trials that
seem insurmountable. Yet, when we march on with the Lord, trusting in Him and following His Word, He
will see us through every circumstance in life we face. The more we trust and follow, we will discover
that, though the cause of the struggle may not change, our ability to handle it becomes less daunting.
This is because God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. (ref. Psalm 46)
God is always marching with us and for us. He marched to the cross in agony and death and through the
tomb in victory and life. Because He marches with us, we can march on day after day with hope and
confidence. So, this March, let’s march on with Jesus.
Love God and love your neighbor,
Pastor Krueger

The St. Paul Nominating Committee has been formed for the Church elections to be held on Sunday,
April 26, 2020. A complete list of those serving on the nominating committee is available through the
church office.
The nominating committee will be seeking recommendations for the offices of Secretary, Chairman,
Board of Building and Grounds, Chairman, Board of Children’s Ministry, Chairman, Board of Fellowship,
Chairman, Board of Ushers, and four Elders. The nominating committee was introduced in both services
on Sunday, February 23, 2020, and will accept recommendations from the congregation through
Sunday, March 15, 2020. The slate of nominees will be introduced in both services on Sunday, April 19,
with elections conducted in both services on Sunday, April 26, 2020.
Please give prayerful consideration as to how you might use your talents in His service by serving the
St. Paul family next year and please keep the nominating committee in your prayers.
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March 4 - Lenten Wednesday Worship
12:00pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation Class follows evening worship
March 11 - Lenten Wednesday Worship
12:00pm & 6:30pm
(Holy Communion at Noon worship; the monthly Seniors lunch will follow
the noon worship service.)
No Confirmation Class this week, Spring Break
March 18 - Lenten Wednesday Worship
12:00pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation Class follows evening worship
March 25 - Lenten Wednesday Worship
12:00pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation Class follows evening worship
April 1 - Lenten Wednesday Worship
12:00pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation Class follows evening worship

A New Sunday Morning Bible Study Class will be offered
beginning on Sunday, March 1.
Pastor Hardaway will begin a new study, “You Believe What?”
reviewing the Small Catechism with an evangelism emphasis.
This class will serve as a ‘refresher’ in the Lutheran faith and as
an information class for anyone desiring to join St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

THE 2020 ALTAR FLOWER CHART still has several
dates available throughout the Lenten season and the
rest of the year. If your family would like to place
flowers on the altar to celebrate a special occasion or
in remembrance of a loved one, please sign up on the
flower chart in the Narthex as you enter the sanctuary.
Contact the church office with questions.
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The St. Paul Men’s Club provides a pancake breakfast each year
following our 6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Worship service.
A free-will offering will be accepted to benefit missions.
Please make plans to join us on Easter morning for worship and breakfast!
The Nursery and Kindergarten children of St. Paul will present

A Mini-Easter Cantata
Please join us on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.
in the St. Paul Family Center, as we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection!
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Children & Youth Activities
Nursery thru
6th Grade
Cameron Park
Zoo Trip
March 8, 2020
Spring Break Project, March, 12, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Youth in grades 7-12 will be working with a clean-up project at
the Corps of Engineers Park at Navarro Mills Lake. Lunch
will be a wiener roast with s’mores at the lake. Meet at
church at 10:00 a.m. Please wear work clothes and bring
work gloves. Please sign-up in the church foyer for this
event to aid in planning transportation, tools and lunch.
If you have any questions, please see Pastor Krueger.
(Note: Parents will need to sign release forms for this work
project.) Deadline to sign-up is Sunday, March 8.
Sunday, April 26 will be the next 412 Circuit Youth Event. We
will meet at 4:12 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran, Woodway, for a
time of fellowship and worship.

2020 Easter Mini-Cantata
Each year our Nursery and Kindergarten children
present an Easter Mini-Cantata on Easter Morning.
The music is rehearsed during our Sunday morning
music hour. If your child(ren) would like to participate,
please be sure to attend Sunday School music each
week as we prepare. If you have any questions, please
contact Steve Randolph or Stephanie Boesche.

We will meet for lunch at the Baylor area
Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburger’s (817
Jack Kultgen Freeway, Waco) immediately
following the 10:30 a.m. worship service to enjoy
lunch together, and then caravan to Cameron
Park Zoo for an afternoon of fun and adventure!
The church will cover the cost of zoo admission.
Sign-up in the church foyer to aid in ticket
purchases. If you have questions, please contact
Kathy Schmedthorst or Darby Ehlers
(contact information available in the church office).

 Zoo Trip (Nursery-6th grade) - March 8
 Spring Break Project (7-12 grade) - March 12
 Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, April 11
 Easter Sunday - April 12
 412 Youth Event (Trinity) - April 26
 Youth, Spare Time Temple - May 17
 Lock-In - tentatively planned for June 12-13
If you have questions, would like to volunteer
to help with events, or have ideas to share
for possible future events, please contact
Kathy Schmedthorst or Jerry Tucker.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
PLACE POSTAGE
HERE

Phone: 254.799.3211
Fax: 254.412.0529
www.splcwaco.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Label Here

March 2020 Edition
We’re on the Web:

www.splcwaco.com

Search for StPaulWaco and like our page.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 11, 2020
9:30am
Light Breakfast and Devotion with an Egg Hunt to follow.
(ages: Nursery thru 4th Grade)
St. Paul Lutheran Church
(located at IH-35 & Behrens Circle)
1301 Hogan Lane
Waco (Bellmead), Texas 76705
www.splcwaco.com

