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God’s blessings to each of during this Christmas season! I read a story some years 
ago about a beautiful church on a high mountain with breathtaking stained glass 
windows. This church didn't have any electricity or lanterns. It was lit up only by 
candlelight with each member receiving a candle upon entry. When filled with 
worshippers the stained glass windows in the church displayed great colors. As  
attendance dwindled, the colors and the light inside dimmed, almost to no light at 
all.  
 
This reminds us of the low attendance in Worship, Bible class and Sunday school. 
We are missed by our fellow Christians when we are not present. Our lights seem 
somewhat dimmed. It seems we won’t miss work when feeling tired or under the 
weather. However, when it comes to going to church and Bible study, we tend to 
find reasons not to go instead of reasons why we should.  
 
Paul tells us in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the Word of Christ.” Luke 6:46 reads, “Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” and not do 
what I tell you?” 
 
These are tough times, but are they really any worse than what our ancestors had to 
endure? What about Job? He was a very righteous man even after losing everything 
he owned, his sons, his daughters, and suffering from a terrible sickness, he still           
confessed his trust in God.   
 
Christian Churches are going through some tough times, but let’s not feel             
downhearted, depressed, or impatient...the Lord is in control and His ways are 
not our ways and His time is not our time. Psalm 90 reads, “For a thousand years 
in Your sight are like yesterday or like a watch in the night.”  
 
As Elders, we know that our leading of worship services is not like having a pastor 
up front peaching and teaching. We need your support and prayers to help us, to 
be present to talk to the LORD and have the LORD talk to us. Paul tells us in            
Romans, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to His purpose.” The Elders and the Board of Directors are 
making every attempt to have a pastor for each service, seeking a vacancy pastor 
in an effort to carry on as usual. None of us want to just settle in order to have a 
vacancy pastor or a fulltime Shepherd. The LORD will provide in His time, but in the 
mean time, please be patient and understanding. The Elders have leadership 
sources to pull from, other local pastors, the Texas District and Concordia to be 
able to help us as we navigate through this time.  
 
We are God’s chosen people, He chose us, knowing we would mess up the perfect 
world He created and He still put man and woman in the perfect garden of Eden.  
 
God’s blessings to you all,  
Bobby Luedke 
Board of Elders 
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A Message From Our DeaconessA Message From Our Deaconess      

Dcs. Suzanne Krahn                                                                           Email: dcskrahn@splcwaco.com  

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
 
Ticks are arachnids (wingless, carnivore, divided body, 8-legged and no antennae) found in the United States. 
Varieties differ per geographic regions. They carry serious diseases such as Lyme Disease and Powassan Virus 
(encephalitis). Not all ticks carry Lyme disease, only black-legged (deer ticks) and Western black-legged tick         
varieties. Lone Star ticks carry alpha-gal allergy (red-meat allergy), a condition causing allergies to proteins in 
cows, sheep, and pigs.  
 
Lyme disease is caused by four main species of bacteria. Borrelia burgdorferi, mayonii in the US, while afzelii and 
garinii in Europe and Asia. You are more likely to encounter ticks in heavily wooded areas and tall grassy areas.  
 
Signs and symptoms vary and can overlap: Rash – 3-30 days after bite, red ring area with white center, rash           
developing over more than one place on the body. Fever, chills, fatigue, body aches, headaches, neck stiffness, 
and swollen lymph nodes. Later signs and symptoms are joint pain – bouts of severe joint pain and swelling,         
especially the knees, which can shift from one to another. More neurological signs and symptoms – weeks, 
months, or even years later after initial infection a person can develop inflammation of membranes surrounding 
the brain (meningitis), temporary paralysis of one side of face (Bell’s Palsy), numbness or weakness in limbs,  
impaired muscle movement, fatigue, lethargy, migraine headaches, also pain in hips, ankles and lower back.  
 
Early intervention is the best. Untreated Lyme disease can manifest into other infections, arthritis, and nervous 
system problems, impaired memory, heart rhythm irregularities.  
 
Risk factors are wooded and tall grassy areas, exposed skin, and not removing tick promptly or properly.  
 
Prevention: Cover up with long sleeves and long pants; insect repellents with DEET; tick proof your yard; check 
clothing, self, kids, and pets; don’t assume you can get Lyme disease more than once; remove ticks ASAP with 
tweezers.  
 
Diagnosis: Lyme disease is hard to diagnose, by exam, and labs (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay [ELISA]) 
blood test detects antibodies to the burgdorferi bacteria. False positives can occur with ELISA test, then a          
second test Western blot test is completed to confirm diagnosis.  
 
Treatments: Antibiotic therapy: oral doxycycline, amoxicillin or cefuroxime for 14-21 days; Intravenous – 14-28 
days but they can have severe side effects. After treatment some s/s may linger which are not able to be treated 
with antibiotics, i.e. muscle aches and fatigue. Some who get Lyme disease are predisposed to develop             
autoimmune response. Alternative treatments are out there but they are not approved by sufficient testing, 
study, and FDA. Always check with your MD before considering an alternative treatment. 
 
Be prepared for your doctor appointment, see a certified MD, PA, CNPA, or specialist (Infectious Disease). Know 
when your signs and symptoms began, and all of the medications you take and ask questions, do research to be 
informed.  
 
Chronic Lyme disease signs and symptoms can be mistakenly attributed to mental illness symptoms. Feelings of 
frustration, discouragement and despair are common in these cases. Also depression, anxiety and panic attacks. 
Don’t get discouraged or give up, see a specialist who knows about Lyme disease and can order lab tests. Many 
practitioners disagree over the diagnosis of Lyme disease and mental illness factors. Doctors get frustrated also 
at not being able to definitively diagnose and treat. They find it hard to say they don’t know what is wrong.  
 
May God Bless and keep you Always.  

Resources: https://www.healthline.com/health-news/my-lyme-disease-diagnosis 
                     https://www.mayoclinic.org/lyme-disease 

https://www.healthline.com/health-news/my-lyme-disease-diagnosis
https://www.mayoclinic.org/lyme-disease
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The Call Committee has prayerfully decided to request nominations from the congregation; as well as               
additional names from the Texas District office. If you would like to nominate a candidate, please complete a 
nomination form in the Narthex and return any member of the committee (a complete list of those serving on 
this committee is available in the church office). All completed nomination forms should be turned in no later 
than Jan. 2, 2022.  
 
Please continue to remember the Call Committee and the St. Paul family in your prayers during this time. 
While we are all ready to move forward, we continue to rely on God's promises to us from Scripture: “But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. “Therefore            
do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own   
trouble.” (Matthew 6:33-34, ESV) 

Everyone is invited to join us in the Family Center on Sunday, January 30, 
as we resume our regular 5th Sunday Potluck lunch. We will meet in the 
Albers Family Life Center immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.  
 

This will be a true potluck…  
 We will only enjoy the items provided by our church family that 

day 
 The church will not be providing the entrée or meat portion of 

the meal 
 
Everyone please bring your favorite dish, casserole, salad, and/or   dessert 
to share and stay after worship to enjoy fellowship and fun with our church 
family!  
 
Carter Bloodcare will also be on-site to host our first blood drive in almost 
two years! Watch for a sign-up sheet for the blood drive in the foyer soon.  

The Church Office will close at noon on  

Dec. 31, 2021 and remain closed until  

Tuesday, January 4, 2022.  

We wish you a Blessed New Year! 



 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last month, including: (a 
complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord lay His healing hand upon them. 

 
 We pray for those on hospice care, including: (a complete list is available in the church office). We pray Lord            

provide them comfort and peace.  
 
 We pray for all who are undergoing cancer diagnosis/treatment, including: (a complete list is available in the church 

office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.  
 
 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available in the church  

office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.  
 
 We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord 

give them comfort and peace with their living situation. 
 
 We for all those in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a complete list is available in the church           

office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.  
 
 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month; including: (a complete list is available in the church 

office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.  
  
 We continue our prayers for the Church Plant Team and the process of planting a new LCMS church in the Central 

Texas area. We pray the Lord continue to guide their paths and decisions to continue to grow and expand His  
kingdom.  

 
 Call Committee as they continue to prayerfully search for a senior pastor for St. Paul. We pray the Lord continue to 

guide their paths and decisions to continue to grow and expand His kingdom.  
 
 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the 

Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.  
 
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer. Please keep the 
church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list remains up-to-date. If you have 
any questions, please contact the church office at 254.799.3211 or by email to: wecare@splcwaco.com. 
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The St. Paul Men’s Club is still partnering with the Texas Ramp Project. They plan 
to build several home ramps in Waco and the surrounding areas. If you would like 
to help, please contact the church office (254.799.3211). Most ramp builds             
happen on Saturdays, but there are also weekday opportunities occasionally.  

ACOLYTES: 
1/2 K R (8:00 a.m.) 
 H S (10:30 a.m.) 
1/9 Z F (8:00 a.m.) 
 B H (10:30 a.m.) 
1/16 H G (8:00 a.m.) 
 M E (10:30 a.m.) 
1/23 B P (8:00 a.m.) 
 W W (10:30 a.m.) 
1/30 G R (8:00 a.m.) 
 H H (10:30 a.m.) 
 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  
D G 
 
USHERS FOR JANUARY WORSHIP 
8am Worship: Group 11 
10:30am Worship: Group 12 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 
1/2 M & J L 
1/9 D & K S 
1/16 OPEN 
1/23 P D 
1/30 B G 
  

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
1/2 L W (Sunday School)  
 S C (10:30 a.m. Worship) 
1/9 J L (Sunday School) 
 P & K G (10:30 a.m. Worship) 
1/16 N V (Sunday School) 
 J U (10:30 a.m. Worship) 
1/23 S P (Sunday School) 
 K & H L (10:30 a.m. Worship) 
1/30 J & R R (Sunday School) 
 J & R R (10:30 a.m. Worship) 
 

Servants for January 
Those serving are listed by  initial only to protect their identity 
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Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings    

(Masks are optional for all classes/events). (Masks are optional for all classes/events). (Masks are optional for all classes/events).    
   

Adult Bible Class, in the Albers Family Life Center 

In January this class will continue to be hosted by guest pastors/speakers.  

Men’s Bible Class, classroom behind the Parish Hall 

 This class is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by 

Rev. Walter Albers.   

Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room 

 This class is going through the study, Joy, a study of Philippians. This close look at Paul’s Letter to the 

Philippians, the “letter of joy,” unpacks messages of contentment, confidence, humility, and hope - all 

found in Christ and infused with joy - in the mountaintop moments and the mundane. This study will 

help you realize the gifts from God’s hand more fully.  

Nursery - Grades 7 in classrooms 

 These classes learn about God’s love through lessons, crafts, and music.  

Grades 8-12, in the Youth Room 

 This age group is using a blend of regular Bible studies including music and videos.  
  

Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:     
 

College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship 

 This group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. on Baylor campus, but is on break until the 

Spring semester when they will continue studying the epistle of Romans. 

Sunday Evening Bible Study, in the Albers Family Life Center 

 This group will resume meeting on January 16, 2022, beginning a new study The Many Wonders of 

Heaven. Attendees are invited to bring your own supper, to begin eating at 5:00 p.m. with Bible 

study to follow.   

Ladies Bible Study Group in the Conference Room 

This group meets in the Conference Room at 9:30 a.m. on the First and Third Wednesday of each 

month. They will begin a new study on the book of Philippians in January.  

Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training 

 These classes will resume meeting on Wednesday evenings beginning Jan. 5, 2022.  

 Confirmation Classes for 7-8 Grade, 6:30-7:45pm (Albers Family Life Center) 

 Midweek School for 5-6 Grade, 6:30-7:30pm (Parish Hall) 
 

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in   

God’s Word and fellowship with other ChristiansGod’s Word and fellowship with other ChristiansGod’s Word and fellowship with other Christians   
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You are invited to stop by the 

Church Library to choose from 

their collection of fiction novels. 

There are a few new titles in stock!  

 

The library is open every Sunday 

between worship services. If you 

have any questions, or would like 

to request a specific novel or          

series, please see the librarian.  

2022 Offering envelopes have been distributed 
in the member mailboxes. If you did not receive 
offering envelopes and would like them, please 
call the church office to be assigned a          
numbered box.  
 
Please note that we only track offerings 
through the numbered envelopes or online  
giving. We do not track any cash or checks 
placed directly in the offering plate.  
 
If you have any questions about this practice, 
please contact the church office.  

GUATEMALA FOR CHRIST MISSION TRIP 
For many years Immanuel Lutheran, Clifton, has been sending people 

to Guatemala to serve the people in the village of Oasis. The amount of 

work has grown to the point that more people are needed to serve. 

They are planning a trip for February 2022. If you would like more           

information or how to become involved, please contact Julie Hahn 

(contact information is available in the church office).  

THE 2022 APPROVED CHURCH BUDGET is available 

through the church office for any member who 

would like a copy. Please call (254.799.3211) or email 

Cindy (wecare@splcwaco.com) to request a copy for 

your information.  

 

If you have any questions about the budget, please 

contact the Congregation President or Treasurer. 



PAGE 8 MESSENGER  JANUARY 2022  

LWML Mite Box Sunday, LWML Mite Box Sunday, January 2, 2022January 2, 2022  
 

LWML will continue having regular Mite Box Sundays, the first Sunday of each quarter 
(January, April, July, and October). Please bring the contents of your mite box and place it in 
the display located in Mission Central in the church foyer. We suggest that you place your 
donations in a Ziploc bag. This way you can keep your mite box.  
 
Don’t have a mite box? You can pick up one at our display.  
 
As always, all monies collected will be sent to LWML Texas District for Mission Grants.  
Check out our Mission Grants at LWMLTXDist.org.  

LWMLTXDist.org
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Children & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth Activities   
   

 1/5/2022  Confirmation and Midweek Classes resume 

 1/30/2022  Congregation Potluck Lunch, Blood Drive 

 3/2/2022 Ash Wednesday 

 4/17/2022 Easter Sunday 

 7/2022 National Youth Gathering, Houston, Texas 

   

If you have questions, would like to volunteer to help 

with events, or have ideas to share for possible future 

events, please contact Ashlee Peacock or Jerry Tucker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning has begun for the National Youth Gathering to be held in Houston, Texas,  

July 9-13, 2022. To learn more, please visit: lcmsgathering.com 

 

If your high school student is interested in attending, please watch for more information  

and meeting dates to be announced soon!  

 

Fundraising opportunities are also being planned, so please do not miss out!  

If you have any questions, please contact the church office.  

https://lcmsgathering.com/


We’re on the Web: 

www.splcwaco.com 
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