St. Paul Lutheran Church

The Church on the Highway

Loving others into the Love of Christ

December 2025 Edition

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

TOPIC Pag

A Message from our
Senior Pastor

A Message from our DCE
Josh McNamara

Advent Worship

Monthly Worship
And Fellowship Lunch

Tithes & Gifts
Year End Tax Statements

Servants for the Month

Holiday Office Closure
Angel Tree
Quilter’s Christmas Party

Choir Christmas Cantata
LWML Christmas Luncheon

Classes for All Ages

Children & Youth Activities

Christmas Puzzle (_Back

with ys
this Christmas!

Sunday Worship
8am & 10:30am

Online: www.splcwaco.com

Bible Class/Sunday School
9:15am

A Message From Our Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Brian Hesse Email: pastorhesse@splcwaco.com

As we are about to close out the calendar year 2025, there is much to come
before the end of the year. Even as | write this, plans are being made at

St. Paul for things like Thanksgiving support for LaVega ISD, Angel Tree
Program, Christmas Parades, Children’s Christmas Program, the annual
Christmas Cantata and we are also hosting a Tree of Angels Program this
year as well.

Those are just a few of the calendar items in the next few weeks, and that
was just church. Maybe you are looking at the office calendar or your own
personal calendar and feeling the same sense of crowding. With the coming
of December comes a hustling and bustling flurry of activity on par with that
first century over-crowding that happened in Bethlehem the night Jesus was
born. In a crowded and busied world, do you ever think about what might
be getting crowded out?

Any given year approximately 131 million Americans travel home during this
month to visit family and friends. For many, going home means get-togethers,
extra food, cookies and lots of gifts. Unfortunately, many times in the hustle
and bustle of home life, the spiritual blessing of Advent and Christmas get
crowded out of the season. This year, our goal is to simply let our dear Christ
enter in. Psalm 24:7 says, “Lift up your heads, O gates! Be lifted up, O ancient
doors, that the King of Glory may come in.”

During this upcoming Advent Season
our theme is "Our Dear Christ Enters In."
In our special series for Advent and
Christmas (check page 3 for details), we
explore what happens when Christ
enters in and makes our hearts His
home. | hope you will join us each
Sunday morning in Bible Class and

on Wednesdays for special worship
services.
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A Message From Our Youth & Family Director

1 . Bed Josh McNamara, D.C.E. Email: FamilyMinistry@splcwaco.com

“What's Your Perspective?”

In this time of year, we often find ourselves running around, trying to keep all the plates spinning
as we check everyone off our Christmas list—making sure we have the perfect gift for each
person, and at the perfect price.

If | say the phrase “drastic charms,” that's kind of what | picture: people darting in every
direction, juggling packages, wrapping paper, and shipping deadlines—all before Christmas Eve
rolls around.

But what if you were to take the seemingly never-ending chaos of “drastic charms” and view it
from a different angle? Perhaps then you might notice something remarkable: when rearranged,
those same letters spell “Christmas cards.”

Christmas cards can feel like another tedious task—especially if you're the type to write a family
update and mail it to everyone on your list. But recently, while browsing the card aisle, one in
particular caught my eye. Its cover read, “Wait, there’s more..." Inside was an artist’s depiction
of the first Christmas and the timeless invitation beneath it: “Come to the manger.”

It dawned on me there in the store that this simple card held a deeper message. Think about it:
“Wait, there's more..." The Israelites had been waiting for centuries for the promised Messiah to
arrive and set things right. They waited and waited—and one day, the Messiah was finally born.
Though many religious leaders of Jesus' day denied Him, God chose to reveal His Son first to
Mary and Joseph and a group of humble shepherds.

And like them, we often find ourselves waiting too. Waiting in checkout lines, waiting for traffic
to move, waiting for life to make sense. Yet the invitation remains: Wait upon the Lord. Don't let
the pressures and pace of this season dictate your joy. Make room for Him to meet you—even
in the midst of all that feels “drastic.”

la

So come. Come to the manger again. Come as you are—burdens, struggles, and all. Come with
hands open to receive Him anew, as we lift our voices to praise the Babe of Bethlehem this

Advent and Christmas season.

And when everything feels like it might fall apart—like a glass ornament slipping from your
hands—remember the invitation:

"Wait, there’s mera...
Come o the mengers"
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Please join us for our Advent and Christmas Worship services:

What if our goal this Advent was to simply let our dear Christ enter into our homes and into our lives? How does his entry
into the world speak into and even change our approaches to this season? Please plan to join us for this special series for
Advent, as we look at what happens when Christ enters in and makes our hearts his home!
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Wednesday, December 3, Family Tree: Jesus enters into a unique family tree that demonstrates to us how
blessed we are to be a part of the family tree of God because of him.

T 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
T 6:30 p.m. Worship in the Albers Family Life Center, includes a meal (Taco Soup, served by the Fellowship
Committee), message, prayers, songs and fellowship

Wednesday, December 10, Home Hurts: In this broken world, our homes are not immune from hurt. But Jesus
enters in to comfort and heal us when we encounter pain and suffering.

T 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary with Holy Communion (Monthly Senior Adults Fellowship Lunch will in
the Albers Family Life Center)

T 6:30 p.m. Worship in the Albers Family Life Center, includes a meal (White Chili, served by the LWML
ladies), message, prayers, songs and fellowship

Wednesday, December 17, Baby Names: \We contemplate the name “Jesus,” which was given to him at his birth.
It is a reminder to us of his reason for entering in to our world: He came to save us.
T 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
T 6:30 p.m. Worship in the Albers Family Life Center, includes a meal (Sausage, Brisket, Beans, served by
the Men's Club), message, prayers, songs and fellowship

Thursday, December 25, Company Comes: \We prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, just as we get ready
when company comes to our homes.
T 10:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary with Holy Communion
(if you purchased a poinsettia, please take your plant home after worship)
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| Please join us on Wednesday, December 10, at 11:00 a.m.

I for a Worship Service with Holy Communion. A fellowship luncheon f
! following the worship service. Everyone is invited to join us for this time of |
! fellowship! Desserts are appreciated for the meal, but not required.

1 If you have any questions, please call the church office (254.799.3211).
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There are
Several Options

To Support
St. Paul Lutheran

We offer several ways to support our ministries through your financial gifts:

1) IN PERSON - during worship, drop your donation in the offering plate

2) BY MAIL - you can mail your donation directly to the church office (1301 Hogan Lane, Waco, Texas
76705)

3) ONLINE - you can set up and one-time donation or a recurring donation on our church website:
www.splcwaco.com

4) DROP OFF - you can drop off in the church mailbox at the MAIN ENTRANCE, which is checked daily
Mon-Fri

5) THROUGH YOUR BANK - Most financial institutions also offer other options that incur no additional
fees. These options may include an automatic check mailed to the church from your account.

6) LONG-TERM/ESTATE GIVING - You might also consider long-term planned giving or estate gifts. If you
have any questions, please contact your financial advisor or contact Pastor Hesse.

7) Speak to your financial advisor about a Qualified Charitable Distribution.

Blank offering envelopes are always available in the Narthex, Foyer, Albers Family Life Center and by
the member mailboxes. You can grab a new envelope each week, or take a handful of envelopes to keep at
home, in your car, or in your church mailbox. Simply affix your mini-label sticker with your giving number to
an offering envelope. If you run out of label stickers, just check the box on the white envelope: “I need more
stickers” and we will provide them through your church mailbox.

TAX STATEMENTS: Please note, the 2025 year end tax statements will placed in your church mailbox by
Jan. 31, 2026. All gifts for 2025 should be received in the church office by December 31, 2025. If you have any
questions, please call the church office.
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Those who are schedvled To
Serve al SPLE for December 2025

We list those serving by initial and last name to protect their identity.

ELDER OF THE MONTH:
D Galler

ALTAR FLOWERS:
12/3 B & J Hesse
12/7 D & T Albers
12/10 OPEN

12/14 E Gambardella
12/17 L Hartsgrove
12/21 K & C Cohrt
12/24 D Bracciale
12/25 D Bracciale
12/28 C & J Morgan

ACOLYTES:
12/3 Not assigned (Advent, 6:30pm)
12/7 C Gonzalez (8:00am)

L Breton (10:30am)
12/10 Not assigned (Advent, 6:30pm)
12/14 B Petrich (8:00am)

W Hatfield (10:30am)
12/17 Not assigned (Advent, 6:30pm)
12/21 L Gonzalez (8:00am)

E Williams (10:30am)
12/24 Not assigned (Children'’s, 6:30pm)
12/25 Not assigned (Christmas, 10:00am)
12/28 B Petrich (8:00am)

E Tindle (10:30am)

LAY READERS
12/7 T Albers (8:00am)
M Weaver (10:30am)
12/14 L Woodward (8:00am)
D Galler (10:30am)
12/21 B Strickland (8:00am)
M Wortman (10:30am)
12/28 J Nawara (8:00am)
D Bracciale (10:30am)

SUNDAY MORNING GREETERS:

12/7 M & C Borchardt(8:00am)
S Clark (10:30am)
12/14 C & J Morgan (8:00am)
D & V Savage (10:30am)
12/21 ) Nawara (8:00am)
C & C Watkins (10:30am)
12/28 B & P Schulze (8:00am)
J & B Schlemmer (10:30am)

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

12/7 K McCullough (9:00am)

P Price (10:30am)
12/14 K Kubitza (9:00am)

S Cone (10:30am)
12/21 A Bush (9:00am)

A Gilchrest (10:30am)
12/28 ) Lassetter (9:00am)

P Price (10:30am)

USHERS FOR WORSHIP

8:00am Worship: Group 7
M Jugert, J Banta, D Wolfe, J Strauch,
Z Ferguson, H Bush, A Lassetter

10:30am Worship: Group 8
F Spross, T Kersten, B Holobaugh,
D Savage, L Swiggum

6:30pm 12/3 Advent Worship, 6:30pm: Group 3
L Payne, E King, M Lynch, B Leftwich,
D Schwarz, R Faulknor, T Filer

6:30pm 12/6 Choir Cantata, 6:30pm: Group 5
R Shelton, H Pick, H Strickland,
L Springman, M Perry, D Tynes

6:30pm 12/10 Advent Worship, 6:30pm: Group 4
K Koester, J Kersten, B Hand, B Kubitza,
G Hurta, D Prikryl

6:30pm 12/17 Advent Worship, 6:30pm: Group 6
D Reinke, R Randolph, S Reinke,
D Galler, D Bood, T Randolph

6:30pm 12/24 Children’s Program, 6:30pm: Grp 7
M Jugert, J Banta, D Wolfe, J Strauch,
Z Ferguson, H Bush, A Lassetter

10:00am Christmas Day Worship, 10am: Group 1
J Lamar, B Gilchrest, Bi Dube, J Ehlers,
M Borchardt, C Hesse
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chrisimans
and Happy New Year

The Church Office will
close for the
Christmas Holiday
at noon on Wednesday,
December 24, 2025,
and will re-open
on Friday,
January 2, 2026.

MERRY:
]

el

Tree

We have partnered with Tri-Cities Ministries this
year put a little hope, joy and peace in the life of
some of those less fortunate families in our
community.

Please return all wrapped gifts by
Sunday, December 7.
(preferably in gift bags, with angel tag attached)

Ifyou have any questions, please see Deanna Bracciale.

QUILTER s

The OI' Sew 'n" Sow Quilting
Group will meet at the home of
Cindy Lehrmann (1281 Riley Rd.,
Axtell, TX 76624) at 10:30 a.m.

on Monday, December 8, for
their Christmas celebration.

They will enjoy a pizza lunch and
play games (please bring up to 3
wrapped gifts for the bingo prizes).

Anyone is welcome to join us for
this day of and fellowship!

If you have any questions, please
see Renelle Gray.
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THE STORY OF
C H RI STMAS: Please invite your family and

] friends to join us for this special
The Lamb; The Messiah; time of worship and celebration by

The King the St. Paul Lutheran Choirs at our
; - Annual Christmas Cantata
& on Saturday, December 6, 2025,
at 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 6 There will be a light reception in
6: 60 PM the Albers Family Life Center

following the service.

7
Please join the St. Paul Lutheran ,
LWML Ladies for their annual "_{ )
Christmas Luncheon RS
Tuesday, December, 9, 2025,

at 11:30 a.m. at Cheddars Restaurant

(4208 Franklin Ave., Waco). a‘
/.

Everyone is invited.
You do not have to be a member of LWML.

RSVP by December 5,

to Jacqueline Uptmore
(number available in the church office).
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Classes for All Ages

Please join us for Sunday School and Bible Classes at 9:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study (Albers Family Life Center)
During the Advent season, we will be utilizing our Advent series, Our Dear Christ Enters In. Please plan
to join us for this special series for Advent, as we look at what happens when Christ enters in and makes
our hearts his home!
ASK PASTOR HESSE: Outside Pastor Hesse's office you will find a box to place any questions that you
would like Pastor Hesse to answer during the Adult Bible Study class on Sunday mornings.

Men'’s Bible Class (classroom behind the Parish Hall)
This class is beginning a new study by author Max Lucado: Ten Men of the Bible. The men depicted in the
Bible were not perfect by any means. We find story after story marked by scandal, failure, and intrigue.
Yet we also find many stories of men who were able to look beyond their circumstances, completely trust
in the Lord, and follow Him wherever He chose to take them. Like us, these men made both good and
bad decisions along the way—and experienced both good and bad consequences—and we find our
struggles and hopes in the pages of the Bible that tells their stories.

Ladies Bible Class (Conference Room)
This class is going through the study, Strong and Courageous, by Donna Snow. Life is full of conflict, daunting
tasks, and roadblocks. Few people experience this as viscerally as Joshua did as he was called to lead Gods
people Israel into the Promised Land. Join us for this verse-by-verse Bible study looking at the life of Joshua
and see how you, too, can be strong and courageous amidst any challenges you face.

Grades Nursery - Kindergarten: Simply Loved (classrooms)
This class teaches children to love Jesus and each other, created with the truth found in 1 John 4:7 in
mind which says, 'Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone
who loves is a child of God and knows God.

Grades 1-4: Bible Basics (classroom)
This class is learning how to use the Holy Bible and where to find their favorite Bible stories and characters.

Grade 5: Catechesis Training (classroom)
This class undergoes instruction in the Catechism and how to apply it to their daily lives.

Grades 6-8: Select Devotions (classroom)
This class is learning from a devotion study in preparation for new curriculum.

High School and College Students (Youth Room)
All high school and college students are invited to join in the Youth Room every Sunday for Bible Class!
This will be a great time of study, building relationships, fellowship and fun! Breakfast is usually served.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:

College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship (LDLT - Lutherans Doing Life Together)
The LDLT group meets on Monday evening beginning with a meal at 5:30 p.m. and Bible Study
beginning at 6:00 p.m. They meet in Rogers 207, on Baylor campus. If you have any questions, please
contact Karen Shelton or Pastor Hesse.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training and Music (grades 6-8)
On Wednesday evenings, grades 6-8 meet in the Youth Room at 6:30 p.m. for Opening Prayer. After
this time of Prayer:
Grades 6-7 will meet with Pastor Hesse (Conference Room)
Grade 8 will meet with Josh McNamara (Youth Room)
Christmas Break for Grades 6-8 will be December 24-31.
(Children/Youth Music is held on Wednesday evenings in the Music Room from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. to
allow time for any student/family wishing to participate.)

There's a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God'’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY:
£ Children’s Christmas Eve Program (please see rehearsal

A

information to the right)

Dec. 24, Please note arrival times below for participants:
& 530 pm - Instrumentalists need to be in the balcony, warming up
& 545 pm - Children who are actors will need to start getting into

their costumes
& 600pm Allother children need to arrive at the Music Room
& 600 pm - Nursery-Kindergarten-aged children will get dressed in

their costumes in the Music Room. They can then sit with their
parents until it is time for them to sing.

YOUTH MINISTRY:

&

&

Dec. 7 - High School Youth Night, 6-8 pm (see Josh for
complete details).

Dec. 19-20 - Youth Ministry Christmas Lock-In event.
Students will meet off-site at Urban Air for a time of fellowship
and high-flying fun, then we will need parents to help
transport our Youth back to the church for the remainder of
our fun-filled Lock-In. As part of this event, we will be
having a white elephant gift exchange. The price point for
the gift should be $20 or less. (Please don't feel the need to
go overboard with the gift). Be sure to register with Josh for
this amazing Christmas event that your Youth and their

friends won't want to miss! The deadline to reqister
for this EVENT is Sunday, Dec. 7. stay tuned for

more event details as the date approaches!

If you have any questions about Children & Youth Events, please
contact Director of Youth & Family Ministry, Josh McNamara, in
the church office or see Angel Breton, Chair Children’s Ministry;
or Hannah Galler, Chair Youth Ministry.

RIS TMA
PROGRAM

© Christmas Program

Rehearsal Information:
4 Sunday, Dec. 7:
1st-8th Grade - 12:00-
2:00pm (lunch provided)
4 Sunday, Dec. 14:
1st-8th Grade - 12:00pm-
2:00pm (lunch provided)
4 Monday, Dec. 22:
Nursery-8th Grade - 6:00pm
(Christmas Party following)

4 Wednesday, Dec. 24:
Program begins at 6:30 p.m.
(children should be at
church by 6:00 p.m.)

If you have any questions about
rehearsals, please contact Steve
Randolph or Stephanie Boesche.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

=
2
|

“I knew someday Id be a star!”
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Follow us on Social Media:

FACEBOOK

St. Paul Lutheran WacoTx

YOUTUBE

St. Paul Lutheran WacoTx

find the way to Bethlehem. o
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Color the Christmas w
ornament & then cut

it out to hang.

... and you shall call his name

for he will save his
people from their sins.

Matthew 1:21, ESV

©CRI ChurchArt.com


https://www.facebook.com/StPaulWaco/
https://www.youtube.com/@st.paullutheranchurch-waco2941/streams

