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"BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY"
I love hearing good news. Don’t you? In this crazy mixed up world in which we
live, it seems like all we hear is so much bad news. So, when good news comes
along, it is refreshing and worth celebrating.
What is true for us today was also true at the time when Christ was born.
The prophets foretold of better times saying, “The people sitting in darkness
have seen a great light.” There was darkness spiritually and temporally. People
from Judea and beyond were wondering if the promised Messiah was ever
going to come deliver them. They needed some good news.
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All of these messages of the angels delivered prior to the birth of Jesus were
messages of good news of prophecies being fulfilled. Our special Midweek
Advent services this December we will explore the good news of these divine,
angelic messages. Each week will be a time to hear some good news that was
not just for long ago, but also good news for our lives today.
Of course, all of these messages lead up to that tremendous message delivered
when Christ was born, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy." The
Messiah had been born into the world. He was here, Immanuel, God with us.
The great news for us…He is still here with us, as He promised…even to the very
end of the age.
The message of Jesus, our Savior from sin, remains our good news in the middle of
a world of bad news. Even if things were to get worse, through Jesus the promises
of God are always, “Yes.” Our salvation, our hope, our eternal life, these are safe
and secure by grace through faith in Him.

Sunday Worship
8am & 10:30am
Bible Class/Sunday School
9:15am

So, let’s celebrate some good news this Advent and Christmas season of the
Church Year!
Love God and love your neighbor,
Pastor Krueger
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A Message From Our Associate Pastor
Rev. Matthew Hardaway

Email: pastorhardaway@splcwaco.com

Jesus In The Pslams - Psalm 7 (ESV) A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning the words of Cush, a Benjaminite.
1
O LORD my God, in you do I take refuge; save me from all my pursuers and deliver me, 2 lest like a lion they tear my
soul apart, rending it in pieces, with none to deliver. 3 O LORD my God, if I have done this, if there is wrong in my
hands, 4 if I have repaid my friend with evil or plundered my enemy without cause, 5 let the enemy pursue my soul
and overtake it, and let him trample my life to the ground and lay my glory in the dust. Selah 6 Arise, O LORD, in your
anger; lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; awake for me; you have appointed a judgment. 7 Let the
assembly of the peoples be gathered about you; over it return on high. 8 The LORD judges the peoples; judge me,
O LORD, according to my righteousness and according to the integrity that is in me. 9 Oh, let the evil of the wicked
come to an end, and may you establish the righteous-- you who test the minds and hearts, O righteous God! 10 My
shield is with God, who saves the upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every
day. 12 If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; he has bent and readied his bow; 13 he has prepared for
him his deadly weapons, making his arrows fiery shafts. 14 Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant
with mischief and gives birth to lies. 15 He makes a pit, digging it out, and falls into the hole that he has made. 16 His
mischief returns upon his own head, and on his own skull his violence descends. 17 I will give to the LORD the thanks
due to his righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the Most High.
During my recent trip to Hotel BSW Hillcrest I was treated to the finest of care, the choicest of foods, and
entertainment options too numerous to count. Okay, so actually one of those is true, the other is halfway
accurate, and the last is a bit of a stretch.
As thankful as I was for the many blessings God provided me during that time, if I could have changed one thing I
would have wanted more to watch on television. My options were often quite slim. I did get to watch a rerun of a
show that used to be a favorite in my house when I was growing up - Matlock.
The episode I watched bore many similarities to Psalm 7. Matlock is asked to defend an individual who claims to
be innocent of the crime he has committed. There is a slight hitch at the beginning of the show, as Matlock is
frustrated and upset with his potential client because of an unrelated business transaction with the client that
has Matlock steaming with anger.
In Psalm 7, David is much like that client - he is falsely accused of a crime he did not commit. The only person he
has to turn to is God. But, David knows full well that he cannot stand before his Holy and Righteous Lord as fully
innocent. He might be falsely accused, but that does not mean he is without fault or sin.
How then does David approach God? We see in verse 12 it is in repentance. As Jesus says in Luke 13:5, “Unless
you repent, you will perish, too” (NLT). God’s Word is very clear concerning the weight of sin - it leads to
death. There is nothing we can do to change that, save for coming to Him in repentance. It is from confession and
repentance that we receive forgiveness and grace and the title of “Righteous One.”
Matlock ends up representing the client, and of course, because it is Andy Griffith, he wins the court case and the
client is released as a free man.
In Christ, God does the same for us. We will be falsely accused on account of Jesus’ name. We will be falsely
accused of things we have never done because of the weight of sin. Most importantly, we will be rightly brought
to guilt and shame because of our own sinful actions. No matter the case, with repentant hearts we can confess
with David, “I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the
LORD, the Most High” (Psalm 7:17).
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A Message From Our Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Walter F. Albers

Email: pastoralbers@splcwaco.com

A Christmas card was published several years ago
that had a minister taking a nap in his study on
Christmas morning. As he slept, he dreamed of
what the world would have been like if Christ had
not come. No Christmas bells would be playing the
Christmas favorites… no happy voices singing, “Joy
to the World, the Lord is come.” In his dream, the
pastor walked down the streets but here were no
churches standing on the corners. When he
returned to his study, he found no books about the
Savior on his shelves. As he stood there puzzled, the
doorbell rang. It was small boy asking him to come
visit his dying mother. He quickly went with the little
boy to his house, sat down on the bed beside his
dying mother, and opened his Bible to read some
words of comfort and hope. He turned quickly to
two of his favorite passages, John 3:16 and John 14,
but they weren’t there; his Bible ended with the
book of Malachi. There was no New Testament
message of salvation, no word of the glorious
resurrection, no promise of heaven. The pastor
took the hand of the dying woman and wept bitterly
for there was nothing he could say, Christ had not
come.

ye, to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him, born the
king of Angels; O come let us adore Him, Christ the
Lord.” He listened quietly for a few minutes with a
new and deeper appreciation for Christmas…how
that good news filled him and thrilled him.

Just then the minister was awakened by the voices
of the church choir as they were getting ready for
worship and they were singing, “O come, all ye
faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye, O come

May the joy of the Savior’s birth fill you this holiday
season, and may you and yours have a most blessed
and Christ-centered Christmas.

What a sad and tragic time it would be for us if Christ
had not come…if there would be no Christmas
and the birth of Jesus…no Easter and the glorious
resurrection…no promise of eternal life for those
loved ones who have gone before…no words of
comfort and hope in the dark and dreary times of
life.
This Christmas, make the time to think about this…
how would life be for you if Jesus had not been
born? How blessed you are that He was born and
that you know Him as the Savior, Christ the Lord.
Take the time with joyful hearts to thank and praise
Him that, as the Apostle Paul wrote, “When the
fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem
them that were under the Law, that we might
receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4).

The Ol’ Sew ‘n’ Sows Quilting Group invite ALL ladies to join them for their
annual Christmas Party and Game Day on Monday, December 10. We will
meet in the Parish Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We will have a soup
lunch at 12:00 p.m., followed by games (including the infamous Saran Wrap
Ball) and a cookie exchange. If you would like to participate in the cookie
exchange, we ask that you please bring 3 dozen cookies. Come and spend the
day with us, or just come for lunch! If you have any questions, please contact
Pam Schulze.
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“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;
He delivers them from all their troubles.” Psalm34:17

Lord, Hear Our Prayers:
 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last
month, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord lay His
healing hand upon them.

 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available
through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

 We pray for all who are home-bound, in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a
complete list is available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and
peace with their living situation.

 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month, including: (a complete list is
available through the church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.

 We pray for those who are struggling spiritually or emotionally this holiday season. We ask that
the Lord grant them peace and comfort, and guide them to find His will in their lives.

 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church
office). We pray the Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.

 We pray for those who are bound to their homes or in nursing homes (a complete list is available
through the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

 We pray for those serving in the mission field … may God continue to bless and keep them safe as
they minister to the world as an extended outreach of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Waco, Texas.
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer.
Please keep the church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list
remains up-to-date. If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 254.799.3211 or by
email to: wecare@splcwaco.com.
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Join us for Sunday morning Bible Classes at 9:15am each week:
Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center
This group is going through a study on the Gospel of Matthew.
Men’s Bible Class, in the N4 Classroom
This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life.
Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group is going through a study titled, The Armor of God, by Priscilla Shirer. This study is
more than merely a biblical description of the believer's inventory, is an action plan for putting it
on and developing a personalized strategy to secure victory.
Nursery - Kindergarten (classrooms), Grades 1-6 in Parish Hall & classrooms
Nursery-Kindergarten use Bible stories and fun activities to learn about their friend Jesus.
Grades 1-6 meet classrooms for hands-on Bible curriculum about using their faith. Music time
completes the weekly session.
Grades 7-12, in the Youth Room
This age group is going through a tech-based Bible study.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:
Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Class, in the Parish Hall
This group works through selected studies, meeting every Tuesday morning at 6:30am followed
by a shared breakfast and fellowship.
College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship
This group will break until January 2019.
Young Adults Bible Study
This group meets on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm, at the Baylor Panera Bread (1000 S. 8th St., Waco).
Ladies Wednesday Morning Bible Class, in the Conference Room
This group meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month.
Sunday Evening Bible Studies
These groups will come together on Sunday, December 2, at 5:30pm at the church for their annual
Christmas gathering. Each family is asked to bring a side dish, salad, and/or a dessert to share. The
entrée and tea/water will be provided.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training
These classes will resume on January 2, 2019.

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!

All Home Bible Study Groups will come together for a Christmas
Celebration on Sunday, December 2, at 5:30pm in the Family Center.
Each family is asked to bring a side dish, salad, and/or a dessert to
share. The entrée and tea/water will be provided. If you have never
been a part of one of our Home Bible Study Groups, this is an excellent
opportunity for you to come and see which group might fit your Bible
study needs.
If you have any questions, please call the church office.
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ST. PAUL SENIOR ADULTS
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

ST. PAUL SENIOR ADULTS will come together
on Wednesday, December 14, immediately

A complete list of member birthdays is
available in the church office.

following our 12:00pm Advent Worship.
We will enjoy a fellowship luncheon and
a time of visiting and singing Christmas carols.

We do not publish this information on our
Web site out of respect for the
privacy of our members.

Out of respect for the privacy of our servants, they will be identified by the initial of their first and last name only.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

Acolytes
8:00am Worship
T. L.
C. G.
H. H.
L. K.
T. L.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

Nursery Volunteers
8:00am Worship
K. S.
L. K. J.
T. A.
J. & R. R.
B. & A. G.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

10:30am Worship
J. S.
R. H.
J. S.
C. E.
K. T.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

10:30am Worship
M. & P. P.
L.J. J.
J. K.
J. & R. R.
C. & H. T.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

Sunday Morning Greeters
8:00am Worship
B. & P. S.
D. & K. S.
J. & K. L.
F. & J. H.
P. & B. P.

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 -

10:30am Worship
B. & A. G.
G. & K. B.
T. L.
K. & P. K.
K. B.

Advent/Christmas Worship
Volunteer Needed,
Advent 6:30pm
Dec. 12 - C. E., Advent 6:30pm
Dec. 19 - R. H., Advent 6:30pm
Dec. 24 - Volunteer Needed,
Candlelight 10:30pm
Dec. 25 - K. T., Christmas Day 9:00am
Dec. 31 - Volunteer Needed,
New Year’s Eve 6:30pm
Dec. 5 -

Dec. 2 Dec. 5 Dec. 9 Dec. 12 Dec. 16 Dec. 19 Dec. 23 Dec. 24 Dec. 25 Dec. 30 Dec. 31 -

Altar Flowers
T. & L. J.
M. & S. J.
T. & C. W.
L. D./N. Y.
B. & J. B.
E. & E. G.
L. & C. G.
Bass Club
C. & J. M.
K. & K. W.
R. & L. T.

Ushers for the Month
8:00am Worship, Group 1
W. H., Hd., J. D., Asst., G. A., B. G., J. L.
10:30am Worship, Group 2
R. B. , Hd.., J. T., Asst., C. T., J. P.
Dec. 5 Advent Worship, Group 2
R. B. , Hd.., J. T., Asst., C. T., J. P.
Dec. 9, Choir Cantata, Group 3
L. P., Hd., E. K., Asst., M. L., S. S., B. L.
Dec. 12 Advent Worship, Group 4
K. K., Hd., J. K., Asst., B. H., W. H., B. K., T. J.
Dec. 19 Advent Worship, Group 5
K. W., Hd., W. K., Asst., C. G., B. K., R. F., J., D.
Children’s Christmas Program, Group 6
L. G., Hd., S. S., Asst., R. R., P. J., M. C., J. M.
Christmas Eve Worship, Group 7
R. S. Jr., Hd., H. P., Asst., B. S., H. S., L. S., M. P.
Christmas Day Worship, Group 8
V. N., Hd., P. P., Asst., D. P., D. T., D. G., G. H.
New Year’s Eve, Group 9
A.L., Hd., A. R., Asst., H. B., D. S., J. WS., B. S., C. L.
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Texas District Church Extension Fund:
How can you save for tomorrow and help save souls for God with the same dollar? Invest that dollar with the Texas
District Church Extension Fund (CEF). Every dollar you invest with CEF earns a competitive rate of return and provides
low-cost construction loans to Texas congregations for buildings that help enlarge God’s kingdom of believers. Your
investment is a wise personal savings plan that allows CEF to make loans that serve others and show God’s love actively.
November Rates
One Year CD
Three Year CD
Five Year CD
Flex Savings
Cong. Savings

(Fixed)
2.40%APY
2.65%APY
2.91%APY

(Floating)
2.78%APY
3.03%APY
3.03%APY
1.00%APY
1.26%APY

For more information call Texas CEF at 1.800.951.3478, online at www.TexasCEF.org.

Attendance and Offering for November 2018

A complete list is available in the church office.

Official Acts for October/November 2018
A complete list is available in the church office.
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A Message From Our Deaconess
Dcs. Suzanne Krahn

Email: dcskrahn@splcwaco.com

Silent Night, Holy Night
Don’t you just love Christmas time! The sounds, the smells, the colorful sights, and the joyous shoppers all
around. Stores are decorated so beautifully, and playing all types of Christmas music. Grocery stores are filled to
the brim with people who want to make their famous cookies, gingerbread houses or luscious Christmas treats.
Kids are steering Mom and Dad to the overflowing toy section, so they can show their parents what they want
Santa to bring them. Grandmas and Grandpas are eagerly waiting the day they will get to spend with their
children and grandchildren, and maybe even great-grandchildren. Others are busy trying to finish up their
holiday shopping or their home-made projects as holiday gifts for their loved ones.
My home will have decorations on the walls and hung on the fireplace mantel. There will be lights of all colors
hung from the roof line and along the fence line. There will be an artificial tree in my living room in front of my
two windows, decorated with all types of ornaments and garland. Renee will probably bake us some cookies. My
nativity ornaments will go in the fish tank again this year. Yes, I said fish tank! It’s empty, and our cat will knock
off my expensive ornaments if not in a secure place. My home will have scented candles in various places that
I will light at times. Ron will have to have his mixed nuts in the nutcracker bowl. Our dogs will beg for their share
of the cookies and treats. I always say that this is the year that I will send out more Christmas cards than last
year, but that probably won’t happen. So what’s my point?
As beautiful as the season is, it is nothing without the baby Jesus. The preparatory season of Advent leading up
to Christ’s birth and the worship services point to the real meaning of the season. If Christ had not come as a
baby in the flesh we would not have a reason to celebrate. Christ came to redeem us. He came to grow in
the flesh to experience all that we experience, so that He could take our place on the cross for our sins. We
celebrate His coming, His life, His ministry, His suffering and death, and most of all His resurrection. We would
not need all the beautiful sights, lights, sounds, smells, gifts, or any of this. But we celebrate and worship Him
because He did. We are joyous for the fact that we are saved by our faith and that He and the Father in heaven
found us redeemable. We celebrate and worship Him because He loved us more than life itself. Knowing that
we would be unworthy to be saved, because we are not perfect, God the Father had to send the only one who
was perfect in every way, who would be the unblemished sacrificial lamb to take our place. The tiny baby called
Jesus (Savior) Christ (Messiah) is the justifier for our salvation. How loved we are for this to have happened. How
loved we are for Jesus to reconcile us back to the Father. How loved we are in every way. What better reason can
we have to celebrate and worship the King of Kings, Prince of Peace, the Holy One, and the Babe of Bethlehem!
“Joy to the World the Lord has come!”
My prayer for you is that the love of Jesus Christ be in your hearts and on your minds this Christmas and every
Christmas. My prayer for you is that the love of Jesus overflows in your hearts to family, friends, and strangers.
My prayer for you is that you receive the love of Jesus and celebrate and worship Him this Christmas and always.
Christmas Blessings to you all, now and forever, in Jesus’ Name, Amen,
Dcs. Suzanne Krahn, Ron and Renee Krahn
On Sunday, December 30, we will offer a Fellowship Hour in place of our normal
Sunday School and Bible Classes. Everyone is invited to come together in the
Family Center at 9:15 a.m. for a time of coffee, juice, and refreshments to enjoy
time with our church family. We will still have our regular worship service times
of 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Note: There will not be a fifth Sunday Potluck that day
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
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On Sunday, December 2, the BEACON
Committee will collect new, unwrapped
gifts for the Central Texas CareNet
Pregnancy Center.
A few suggested donations include (but are
not limited to): Diapers, Formula, Wipes, or
Clothing (size 0-24 months).
At CareNet, hearts and lives are being
changed daily. Young men and women are
making life-saving decisions. Many are led
to Christ as well as saving the life of their
unborn child.
Cookies and punch will be served in the
Family Center between worship services.
If you have any questions, please see Beth
Hassell.
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We invite all women, ladies, and young ladies to join us for a
special time of fellowship, refreshments and a short program
on Advent & Christmas traditions. A sign
sign--up sheet is available
in the church foyer. We ask that you please sign
sign--up by
Sunday, December 22,, to allow time to prepare appropriately.
We also have opportunities for men to serve, and others to supply
baked goods. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Hassell.

This Christmas we will take the time to put a little hope, joy and peace
in the life of some of those less fortunate in our community. To do
this, we will support the Christmas Angel Tree Project sponsored by
the Bellmead Police Department.
The Angel Tree will be available in the church foyer with ‘Angels’ to
select. Please select one or more angels to bless this Christmas and
sign-up on the provided sheet. All gifts should be returned to the
church by December 9, to be delivered to the students before their
Christmas break. If you have any questions, please call the church
office or see Pastor Hardaway.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
As we approach the time of year for reflection, may our glorious
Savior be remembered and take His place in your hearts during this
season, as He is the real reason for celebration.
We pray for your happiness, safety, and renewal during the
Christmas holidays and in the coming year!

from the staff of St . Paul Lutheran Church
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Children & Youth Activities
email: board_of_ed@splcwaco.com

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER NIGHT @
MCALISTER’S DELI (BAYLOR)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018
The youth will get a percentage of the
sales that night from 5-10pm when people
put their receipt in the collection basket.
All funds will go toward the NYG trip
planned for July 2019.
Questions can be directed to Jerry Tucker
or Jennifer Lynch.

Please make note of the rehearsal dates/times for the
Children’s Christmas Eve Program:
Sunday, December 2 (grades 1-8 only)
12:00pm -2:00pm (lunch will be provided)
Saturday, December 8 (grades 1-8 only)
10:00am-12:00pm
Thursday, December 20 (All participants)
6:-8:30pm (this will also serve as the annual Christmas Party)
If you have any questions, please see Stephanie Boesche or
Steve Randolph.










Dec. 1 - Live Nativity Event
Dec. 2 - Baby Shower for Jesus
Dec. 9 - Choir Christmas Cantata
Dec. 11 - McAlister’s NYG Fundraiser
Dec. 15 - Mother/Daughter Tea
Dec. 24 - Children’s Program, 6:30pm
Dec. 24 - Candlelight Worship, 10:30pm
Dec. 25 - Christmas Worship, 9:00am

If you have questions, would like to volunteer
to help with events, or have ideas to share for
possible future events… please stop by the
Sunday School office.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 925
WACO, TEXAS

Phone: 254.799.3211
Fax: 254.412.0529
www.splcwaco.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Label Here

December 2018 Edition
We’re on the Web:

www.splcwaco.com

Search for StPaulWaco and like our page.

Please join us for our
Advent and Christmas
Worship services:
Advent Worship, Wed., Dec. 5
12:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Advent Worship, Wed., Dec. 12
12:00 p.m. with Holy Communion

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
Children’s Program, 6:30 p.m.
(Senior Adults Fellowship Lunch follows Candlelight Communion, 10:30 p.m.
noon worship)

Choir Cantata, Sunday, Dec. 9
4:00 p.m.
(A light reception will follow
in the Family Center)

6:30 p.m.
Advent Worship, Wed., Dec. 19
12:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25
9:00 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Worship, Dec. 31
6:30 p.m.

