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A Message From Our Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Brian Hesse Email: pastorhesse@splcwaco.com

Easter Freedom

Our Lent journey has come to an end. Maybe you are once again enjoying
the things you gave up over the last 40 days. Maybe you are already looking
ahead to what is next on the rapidly moving calendar ever before you. We
have the freedom to do these things.

With recent conflict in Iran and other places of the world, | could not have
imagined how timely a sermon series themed “Set Free” would actually be.
Over the 40 days of Lent we have Ioondered the Exodus story of how God
set free the ancient people of Israel by freeing them from Egyptian slavery.
God's work then foreshadowed and serves as a significant reminder that we
also are set free. We are set free from sin.

When Jesus died, the world wanted him imprisoned in the tomb. Consider
Matthew 27:64 “Therefore, order the tomb to be made secure until the
third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people,
‘He has risen from the deac?,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the
first.” The Jews who wanted Jesus dead had succeeded in crucifying him.
They had succeeded in their plans to have him executed. It still wasn't
enough. They wanted him imprisoned in the tomb. They wanted him securely
entombed with no return.

It didn't work! We praise God that it didn't work when the church still
Broclaims “Alleluia Christ is risen indeed!” We proclaim that Christ could not

e held captive by death and death no Ion%er holds him captive. Scripture
assures of this fact over and over again in the Epistles of St. Paul, Hebrews,
and John'’s Revelation. Because Christ broke death’s captivity we are indeed
set free because of what he has done for us.

In Martin Luther’s Easter hymn, “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” (LSB
458) he writes,
Christ Jesus lay in death'’s strong bands For our offenses given;
But now at God's right hand He stand And brings us life from heaven.
Therefore let us joyful be And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia!

As peo?le enjoying Easter Freedom, forgiven of all sin and given the hope of
a new life ?ust like Israelites leaving Egypt) we stand firm in our faith. We
should be living out our freedom, joy ulty sharing the blessings of Christ.
St. Paul reminds us in Galatians 5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free;
stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
Being set free in Easter joy we have a new season of loving others into the

love of Christ.

Pastor Hesse
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A Message From Our Youth & Family Director

hed Josh McNamara, D.C.E. Email: FamilyMinistry@splcwaco.com

Seeing God in the Big—and the Small

There are moments in life when it feels unmistakable—God is at work. Sometimes those moments
come in powerful ways. A prayer answered in a way we didn't expect, but clearly needed. A season
where, looking back, we can see God's hand guiding and providing. Moments like these remind us
just how big and active our God truly is. And yet...most of life isn't lived on the mountaintop. Most
of life is found in the ordinary—our routines, conversations, and the small moments that can easily
pass us by. And it's often there that God is just as present.

Scripture reminds us that God works not only through the extraordinary, but through the everyday.
He meets us in His Word. He strengthens us through His promises. He works through people—
through encouragement, service, and even laughter. These are not “lesser” moments. They are
often where God is quietly at work.

A few Wednesdays ago, many of us gathered for a Lenten meal served by our college students.
What was planned as a simple taco dinner turned into something...a bit more memorable. If you
were there, you may remember taking that first bite and thinking, “Something is a little different
here.” It wasn't bad—just unexpected. As the meal went on, there were curious glances and quiet
conversations, with some trying to figure out what made the filling so unique.

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, our students were doing their best to adjust and make the most of
the situation. And what could have been frustration slowly became something else. There was
laughter. There was conversation. There was a shared experience. And perhaps most surprisingly,
some even asked for the recipe to take home.

It would be easy to write that evening off as just a funny moment. But there was more going on.

There was joy. There was fellowship. There was a community gathered together, simply being
present with one another. And that matters. Because those are the very spaces where God promises
to be—not just in the big moments, but in the simple, shared experiences of His people.

So you see, we can experience God's presence at all times in our lives. Sometimes in quiet prayer
and time in His Word. And other times, He reminds us of His goodness in the simple, joyful
moments we share together—even when the taco filling turns out to be something as unexpected
as baked beans.

May this reminder be a blessing to you as we celebrate the big moments of our faith and continue
to experience His peace, even in the seemingly small ones.

In Him,
Josh McNamara
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
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Election of Church Officers

NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR CHURCH ELECTIONS: During our worship on Sunday, March 22,

we began the nominating process to prepare for our church elections, which will be held on Sunday,
April 26, 2026. Recommendations for the offices to be filled will be accepted until Sunday, April 5.
According to the church constitution and bylaws, any member of the congregation may submit
names for consideration to the nominating committee prior to a date set and publicly announced
by the nominating committee. There will be no names accepted after the closing date announced
publicly by the committee or from the floor at the time of the election. The nominating committee
shall meet and prayerfully review each job description and examine the entire membership list for
persons who they feel have the spiritual and physical talents and gifts necessary for that task. The
nominating committee will contact those potential candidates, explain the job description, identify
and determine if the nominated person has the desire and the qualifications for the position

being considered. The slate of nominees will be introduced in both services on Sunday,

April 19, with elections conducted in both services on Sunday, April 26. 2026.
Recommendations may be turned in to any member of the nominating committee (a list of those
serving on this committee is available in the church office).

The offices to be filled in this election are:
Secretary of the Congregation
Chair, Board of Building & Grounds
Chair, Board of Children’s Ministry
Chair, Board of Fellowship
Chair, Board of Ushers
Elders (four to be elected)

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL

Sunday,April 26,2026

All members are encouraged to join us in the Albers Family Life Center on Sunday,
April 26, 2026, at 9:15 a.m. for the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting.

At this meeting, there will be ONE action requiring a vote from the congregation,
in regard to a church bus ministry, and there will be a presentation regarding an ESL
(English as a second language) ministry. There will also be a short update from each

board chair in regard to upcoming activities and plans for their board.

If you have any questions, please contact Congregational Chairman, Brandon Kubitza.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers:

.I.

We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last
month, including: (a complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord lay
His healing hand upon them.

We pray for all who are undergoing cancer diagnosis/treatment, including: (a complete list
is available in the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is
available in the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available in the church
office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.

We pray for all those in nursing care or assisted/independent living facilities, including:
(a complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord will give them comfort
and peace with their living situation.

We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the past month, including: (a complete list is
available in the church office). May the Lord provide these families comfort and peace
during their time of grief.

We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces, including: (a complete list is available in
the church office). We pray the Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our
freedom and safety.

Prayer requests for illnesses, hospitalizations and recovery are listed for 4 weeks. If you
wish to remain on the prayer list, please provide the office with an update by calling
(254.799.3211) or send an email to: wecare@splcwaco.com. Without an update, we will
remove that person from the prayer list hopeful that all is well. We are always willing to
take new or renewed requests at any time.
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Those who are scheduled 1o
Serve at SPLC for April 2025

Listed by initial and last name to help protect their identity.

ELDER OF THE MONTH:

R Bolen

ALTAR FLOWERS:

4/2
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/26

D & C Moravec

H & A Bush/B & J Nawara
R & L Turnbough

B & T Holobaugh

D & V Savage

SUNDAY MORNING GREETERS:

4/5 A Gilchrest (8:00am)
K Kubitza (10:30am)
4/12 W Ehlers (8:00am)
J Kersten (10:30am)
4/19 T Albers (8:00am)
F & K Spross (10:30am)
4/26 D & K Schwarz (8:00am)
T Lindsay (10:30am)
ACOLYTES:
4/2 A West (6:30pm, Maundy Thurs.)
4/3  Volunteer Needed (6:30pm, Good Fri.)
4/5  C Gonzalez (8:00am, Easter)
E Williams (10:30am, Easter)
4/12 L Breton (8:00am)
W Hatfield (10:30am)
4/19 L Gonzalez (8:00am)
E Tindle (10:30am)
4/26 B Petrich (8:00am)

L Breton (10:30am)

LAY READERS

4/5

4/12
4/19
4/26

J Uptmore (8:00am)

J Kersten (10:30am)

K Rogers (8:00am)

College Student (10:30am)
T Albers (8:00am)

College Student (10:30am)
Bi Dube (8:00am)

College Student (10:30am)

USHERS FOR WORSHIP
8:00am Worship: Group 1

J Lamar, Bi Dube, B Gilchrest, J Ehlers, M Borchardt, B Strickland
10:30am Worship: Group 2

T Harrington, B Kubitza, R Bolen, C Tindle, N Gonzalez,
N West, G Dethlefesen
6:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship: Group 2
T Harrington, B Kubitza, R Bolen, C Tindle, N Gonzalez,
N West, G Dethlefesen

6:30pm Good Friday Worship: Group 1
J Lamar, Bi Dube, B Gilchrest, J Ehlers, M Borchardt, B Strickland

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
4/5 W Ehlers (9:15am)
S Cone (10:30am)
4/12 K McCullough (9:15am)
A Gilchrest (10:30am)
4/19 M & C Borchardt (9:15am)
P Price (10:30am)
4/26 A Bush (9:15am)
S Cone (10:30am)

The Church Office will be
closed on Monday, April 6, 2026
to allow the staff a day of
rest and renewal.
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APRIL BLESSINGS FROM LWML

St. Paul LWML is excited to announce that we are creating a Keepsake Cookbook to honor the
70" anniversary of our beloved church. We hope you will help us by submitting your wonderful
recipes. Since this is a keepsake, and we want to preserve our St. Paul heritage, we encourage you to
add a little extra information along with the recipe(s) you submit. For example: are you a charter
member, a child or a grandchild of a charter member, were you married, confirmed or baptized at
St. Paul? .
Submit your

Here are the recipe categories: Fa"or{'_.:)er EZC;P:;W

Appetizers and Beverages

Soups and Salads COOKBOOK

Vegetables and Side Dishes

Main Dishes

Breads and Rolls

Desserts

Cookies and Candy

This and That

Please drop off your recipes that are typed or handwritten in Jacqueline
Uptmore’s church mailbox. —
More information to come! Many thanks from LWML. 4 o =

SECOND WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP and FELLOWSHIP:

All are invited to join us for Worship with
Holy Communion on Wednesday,
April 8, at 11:00 a.m. with a Fellowship
Luncheon following.

Desserts are appreciated for the
luncheon, but not required.

If you have any questions, please call the
church office (254.799.3211).

He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might

Isaiah 40:29, K]V
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Calling all 2026 St. Paul Graduates!

We realize the coming weeks and months will
be very hectic for you and your family. There
are many tasks to complete, tests to pass, and
lots of memories to make with family and
friends.

Therefore, we wanted to give you plenty of
notice to submit graduate information you would
like published in the JUNE 2026 Newsletter.
Please include: school of graduation, degree
received, participation in any clubs, groups,
sports, etc.; as well as any special awards,
accolades, or scholarships received.
Please keep information as short as possible.

All information should be delivered to
the church office no later than
Monday, May 18, 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact the
church office.

The St. Paul Men's Club
will partner with Carter Blood Care
for our quarterly Blood Drive on
Sunday, April 26, 2026
9:00 a.m. to Noon

Carter will set up their Bus in the church
parking lot. You can sign-up to donate in the
church foyer or by clicking on the QR code:

Schedule an [
appointment
)

Donors will receive a quilted tote bag
(while supplies last).

If you are unable to donate at church on
that day, you can also donate at their
offices! Just be sure to tell them you are
with St. Paul Bellmead.



https://www.greatpartners.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/170658
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Classes for All Ages

Please join us for Sunday School and Bible Classes at 9:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study (Albers Family Life Center)
This class is continuing their study of the Book of Nehemiah, learning what change looks like and how to
adapt in a world that seems stacked against faith.
ASK PASTOR HESSE: Outside Pastor Hesse's office you will find a box to place any questions that you
would like Pastor Hesse to answer during the Adult Bible Study class on Sunday mornings.

Men'’s Bible Class (classroom behind the Parish Hall)
This class is going through Mercy, Passion and Joy by Joel Heck through Lent. This study is centered on
Scripture and the wisdom of C.S. Lewis, followed by reflections from author Joel Heck. Join us as we
contemplate on the mercy of Christ to the Passion he suffered on our behalf to the astounding joy
that is ours because of his great sacrifice for us.

Ladies Bible Class (Conference Room)
This class is going through the study, Strong and Courageous, by Donna Snow. Life is full of conflict, daunting
tasks, and roadblocks. Few people experience this as viscerally as Joshua did as he was called to lead Gods
people Israel into the Promised Land. Join us for this verse-by-verse Bible study looking at the life of Joshua
and see how you, too, can be strong and courageous amidst any challenges you face.

Grades Nursery - Kindergarten: Simply Loved (classrooms)
This class teaches children to love Jesus and each other, created with the truth found in 1 John 4:7 in
mind which says, 'Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone
who loves is a child of God and knows God.

Grades 1-4: Bible Basics (classroom)
This class is learning how to use the Holy Bible and where to find their favorite Bible stories and characters.

Grade 5: Catechesis Training (classroom)
This class undergoes instruction in the Catechism and how to apply it to their daily lives.

Grades 6-8: Select Devotions (classroom)
This class is learning from a devotion study in preparation for new curriculum.

High School Students (Youth Room)
High school students meet in the Youth Room every Sunday for Bible Class! This will be a great time of
study, building relationships, fellowship and fun! Breakfast is usually served.

College Students (classroom behind the Parish Hall)
After joining breakfast in the Youth Room, college students move to their classroom to study the
Sunday Scripture readings used in worship.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:

College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship (LDLT - Lutherans Doing Life Together)
The LDLTgroup meets in room 207 of Rogiers Hall on BU campus on Monday evenings beginning with
a meal and fellowship at 5:00 p.m. and Bible study beginning at 5:30 p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Shelton or Pastor Hesse.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training and Music (grades 6-8)
On Wednesday evenings, grades 6-8 meet in the Youth Room at 6:30 p.m. for Opening Prayer. After
this time of Prayer:
Grades 6-7 will meet with Pastor Hesse (Conference Room)
Grade 8 will meet with Josh McNamara (Youth Room)
(Children/Youth Music is held on Wednesday evenings in the Music Room from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. to
allow time for any student/family wishing to participate.)

There's a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God'’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!
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Children & outh Activities

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY EVENT, APRIL 12:
After the conclusion of our 10:30 a.m.
worship service, families with students

that are nursery-age through fifth grade
are invited to join us in the Family Life

Center for a provided pizza lunch.
Afterwards we will make our way over to
Topgolf in Waco for some family-friendly
fun from 1-3 p.m.

Please register with Josh for this event

before Sunday, March 29th.

Youth Ministry Events:

Sunday, April 12: High School Youth Night If you have any questions about
Students in grades 9th-12th and their friends are this event, feel free to contact
invited to join us for a time of food, fellowship Josh McNamara or Angel Breton.

and faith development as we spend time in

worship and in God's Word together.

We are trying out a new time for this event, VBS Save The Date

so students, please join us in the Youth Room June 14th-17th, 2026
from 5-7 p.m. on Sunday, April 12th. ) )

If you have any questions about this upcoming Our Vacation Bible School program
event, please contact Josh McNamara or Hannah will be here before we know. Be sure

to mark your calendars for it, as it will
be taking place over June 14th-17th.
Stay tuned for more info about how

Galler.
Sunday, April 19: "A Day to Pray”

Students in grades 6th-12th and their friends you can help serve during our VBS
are invited to join us for this on-site Youth program, as well as how you can

Event that will be held at St. Paul, following the get your kiddos signed up for this
conclusion of our 10:30 a.m. worship service on amazing opportunity to learn more

Sunday, April 19th, 2026. The students will about the nature of God.
spend time growing in fellowship and in their _ >

faith as they learn more about what prayer is
and some of the different ways and formats
that we as Christians can pray in. Lunch will be
provided for this event.

If you have any questions regarding this event,
please contact Josh McNamara or Hannah Galler.
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& April 2, 2026: Maundy Thursday
o) Theme: New Passover (Luke 22:7-20)
Maundy Thursday Worship Services are at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary with Holy

New Passover: Communion celebrated at both services.
_ Liez720 This service will also include the stripping of the altar ceremony at the end of the service.

« April 3, 2026: Good Friday

' Theme: New Passover (Luke 22:7-20)

Worship Services are at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
This service will also include a service of darkness.

[ Good Friday
. New Death

John 19:17-30 _

April 5, 2026: Easter Sunday
Theme: New Tombs (Matthew 27:57-66)
8 o Worship Services will be held at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., with Easter Pancake
Easter Sunrise g Breakfast provided by the St. Paul Men's Club at 9:00 a.m.
: %}gﬂgs (There will be no Sunday School/Bible Classes that morning - please enjoy fellowship with
= the church family at the Pancake Breakfast.)



https://www.facebook.com/StPaulWaco/
https://www.youtube.com/@st.paullutheranchurch-waco2941/streams

