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Where Did Summer Go? 

 

The school years of my youth were spent in the Troy Independent School           

District. I began school at Troy in the First Grade and twelve years later             

completed my senior year with my high school graduation. As I recall, each           

academic school year began right after Labor Day weekend and concluded right 

before Memorial Day weekend. The three months in between were summer 

time. We did not go to school. In those days, most of the children that attended 

Troy schools were farm kids. So, most of us spent the summer time working on 

our farms. 

 

As I ponder those days and contrast the school schedules of today, I wonder, 

“Where did summer go?” It seems like these days most schools begin in the 

early to middle part of August and many often continue weeks past Memorial 

Day weekend. Not only has the time counted as “summer” been shortened, but 

even that “summer” time is now being tapped by schools for sports practices 

and trainings. So, the time for “summer” feels even shorter. The time goes by 

so quickly! 

 

I wonder if that is what Jesus is wanting us to think about when He references 

the end of the world…that the time is going to go by so quickly. We have only a 

short time on this earth. In relation to the eternal timeline as God sees it, it is 

probably more like a “summer season” as I am describing it…getting shorter and 

shorter all the time. The question, of course, is: How will you spend the time of 

the short summer season of your life? It seems like working on the “Jesus farm” 

might be the answer. 

 

Jesus said, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work.” (John 9:4, ESV) The time when Jesus is coming 

again is getting shorter every day. What do we do with the time we have?              

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them.” (ESV)  
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The Starving Baker  
By: Megan Harcrow 

 
There was a new bakery in town. I loved going to this bakery. It was near campus, and they had the best 
blueberry muffins and coffee. Soon word got out about this new bakery, and it was so crowded. I could 
never get in anymore when I wanted, where I used to have a great time and study. The poor owner was 
struggling as well. He always had signs out for help, and he cut the hours back and back due to this lack of 
help. He seemed oblivious to what was happening and soon it was apparent to everyone but himself he 
was exhausted. He was getting thinner and thinner, his hair began to fall out, and he seemed like he was 
shriveling up. 
 
I was in one morning and I noticed, as he ran around taking care of the customers, he never seemed to eat 
or drink himself. The irony was palpable. He served delicious treats to everyone else. There was food all 
around him and yet he was starving.  
 
Do you get the picture? Many people fail to take care of themselves and are then unable to serve others. 
They begin to starve emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually. When they do read their Bibles, listen to 
podcasts, watch a service, it’s always for someone else. They are preparing for a Bible study, for a group 
message, praying for the sick, other families. They have no personal growth; they neglect to consume the 
nourishment and apply it to their own life. Their ‘talk’ is good. Their ‘walk’ is faked. We start to go through 
the motions, but we are not present. We are not eating the spiritual bread that we need to thrive. The 
Starving Baker reminds us that we must feed ourselves before feeding others. We are no help to anyone if 
we ourselves are drained and starving.  
 

Plan to be present in God’s word for yourself.  
Learn the art of saying no.  

It is okay to need time for ourselves with God. 
 

A Message From Our DCE InternA Message From Our DCE Intern      

Megan Harcrow                                                                                Email: DCEMegan@gmail.com 

Pastor Krueger continued:  

 

As the summer season gets shorter and shorter, so does the time for Jesus’ return for the final judgement. 

How we spend our time is important. We prepare for His return by remaining faithful to Him in the offering 

of our lives (ref. Romans 12:1-2). As summer draws to a close, it is my  prayer that the people of God will be 

at work, doing the things God has commanded in faithfulness to the One who is always faithful to us. Lest, 

we find ourselves saying when He comes, “Where did the summer go?” 

 

May He grant us faithful hearts to follow Him as we love God and love our neighbor, 

Pastor Krueger 
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WORSHIP PROTOCOLS (Effective as of July 1, 2021): We continue to hold on-site worship at St. Paul          

Lutheran Church. The Board of Elders has established the following Sunday morning worship protocols.    

 The wearing of masks at worship will remain optional. The use of hand sanitizer is still encouraged.  

 In the sanctuary seating will be fully opened. This means every row of pews will be available for 

seating throughout the sanctuary. NOTE: The pews will not be sanitized between services. 

 Registration at worship: Registration cards will be placed in the pew racks with the request that          

every attendee please register. Registration will be of utmost importance for purposes of tracking, 

just in case notice of a COVID case needs to be sent to those in attendance. 

 Communion distribution will basically return to pre-COVID practices, with the exception that the 

common cup will not yet be resumed. Drive-thru communion has been discontinued. Those who 

have been participating in drive-thru communion may resume Sunday morning attendance, attend 

the monthly Seniors service, or make special arrangements with Pastor Krueger. The pastor and the 

distribution elders will continue to wear gloves, however their wearing of masks will be optional, 

based on individual preference. Kneeling or standing at the communion rail will be optional, based 

on individual preference. The communion rail will not be sanitized between tables, but will be         

sanitized between worship services.  

Return to our Fifth Sunday Potluck LunchReturn to our Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch  

                    Sunday, August 29, 2021Sunday, August 29, 2021  

We are excited to return to sharing a meal together this month! We will 
have a potluck lunch immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
on Sunday, August 29. Everyone please bring your favorite dish, casserole, 
salad, and/or dessert to share and stay after worship to enjoy fellowship 
and fun with our church family!  
 

We will also be incorporating the Back to School Bash with the lunch!            

Outdoor games and activities for children are being planned.   
 
If you have any questions, please call (254.799.3211) or email 
(wecare@splcwaco.com) the church office.  



 We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last month, including:                  
(a complete list is available through the church office).  We pray the Lord lay His healing hand upon them. 

 
 We pray for those on hospice care, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray Lord 

provide them comfort and peace.  
 
 We pray for all who are undergoing cancer diagnosis/treatment, including: (a complete list is available through the 

church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.  
 
 We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available through the church 

office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.  
 
 We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the 

Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation. 
 
 We for all those in nursing care or assisted living facilities, including: (a complete list is available through the church 

office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.  
 
 We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the last month; including: (a complete list is available through the 

church office). We pray the Lord give them comfort in their time of sorrow.  
  
 We continue our prayers for the Church Plant Team and the process of planting a new LCMS church in the Central          

Texas area; and also for the Pastoral Call Committee as they continue to prayerfully consider the candidates for the         
office of Senior Pastor for St. Paul Lutheran Church. We pray the Lord continue to guide their paths and decisions to 
continue to grow and expand His kingdom.  

 
 We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list is available through the church office). We pray the 

Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend our freedom and safety.  
 
Please contact the church office if you, someone in your family, or a family friend is in need of prayer. Please keep the 
church office advised of the status of those you add to the prayer list, so that our list remains up-to-date. If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office at 254.799.3211 or by email to: wecare@splcwaco.com. 
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Have easy access to live streaming, current events, on-line giving  
and more! 
Simply, go to the app store on your mobile phone.  
Search for St. Paul Lutheran - Waco, TX. Then, download the app.  
 

OR, use this web link for direct access to the app:  
 https://www.churchsolutionsco.com/paulwaco.html 
 
Either way, download it today! 

https://www.churchsolutionsco.com/paulwaco.html
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Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings Join us for Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings    

(Masks are optional for all classes/events). (Masks are optional for all classes/events). (Masks are optional for all classes/events).    
   

Adult Bible Class, in the Family Center 

This group will begin a new study this month titled, “Every One His Witness.” 

Men’s Bible Class, in the Parish Hall 

 This group is studying various topics, applicable to everyday life; utilizing archived sermons by 

Rev. Walter Albers.   

Ladies Bible Class, in the Conference Room 

This group is finishing up their study examining the things we say that get in the way of our relationships 

with God and with others. They will begin a new study on Sunday, July 11, “God’s Relentless Love.”  

Discover God’s real, unconditional love in this relatable, approachable Bible study.    

Nursery - Grades 7 in classrooms 

 We are so very grateful for our teachers!  

Nursery - Kindergarten: Willie Vandolah 

Grades 1-2: Substitute Teacher 

Grades 3-5: Teacher Needed 

Grade 6-7: Angel Breton 

 Sunday School Children’s Music has resumed. If you have any questions, please contact the 

Board of Children’s Ministry Chair, Ashlee Peacock, or DCE Intern, Megan Harcrow. 

Grades 8-12, in the Youth Room 

 This age group is using a blend of regular Bible studies including music and videos.  
  

Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:  Other Bible Study Opportunities:     
 

College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship 

 This group will resume meeting in the Fall semester.   

Sunday Evening Bible Study, in the Family Center 

 This group is planning to resume meeting in September.  

Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training 

Wednesday evening Confirmation/Catechesis classes will resume in September. There will be a 

parent/student meeting on Wednesday, September 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Center. If you 

have questions, please contact Pastor Krueger.  

 

There’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed inThere’s a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in   

God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!God’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!   



ST. PAUL SENIOR ADULTS will come together for a worship service 

with Holy Communion at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 11, 

2021, with a fellowship lunch following. All are invited to join us for 

this time of fellowship! We have returned to members providing 

homemade or store-bought desserts for the luncheon. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (254.799.3211).  
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ACOLYTES: 
8/1 J H (8:00am) 
 C T (10:30am) 
8/8 H G (8:00am) 
 C W (10:30am) 
8/15 E M (8:00am) 
 Z F (10:30am) 
8/22 H S (8:00am) 
 H H (10:30am) 
8/29 E A (8:00am) 
 W W (10:30am) 
 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  
C M 
 
USHERS 
8am Worship: Group 11 
10:30am Worship: Group 12 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
8/1 Men’s Club 
8/8 N V 
8/15 J & B S 
8/22 OPEN 
8/29 R & C F 
 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
8/1 L W (8:00am) 
 C & H T (10:30am) 
8/8 H K (8:00am) 
 P & K G (10:30am) 
8/15 S C (8:00am) 
 A & J T (10:30am) 
8/22 A P (8:00am) 
 C & K W (10:30am) 
8/29 J & B S (8:00am) 
 J K (10:30am) 

Servants for August 

What was the name of the queen who refused to appear before the 

king of Persia and his guests and, as a result, was deposed? 

 

A. Esther 

B. Jael 

C. Vashti 

D. Milcah 

Answer: C (See Esther 1:12. ff)  

Servants are listed by initial only to protect their privacy 
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 Thank 

      You! 

 Thank you to all of the VBS volunteers who contributed to the success of our 
Vacation Bible School this past week. The lives of the children were enriched 
through the message of Jesus under the theme of God’s Wonder Lab.  

 Anneliese Olbrich extends her thankfulness to the St. Paul family for the support 
of her ministry in mission. In Jeremiah 17:7-8, we are told that the one who 
trusts in the Lord is like a tree that has its roots next to an ever-flowing stream. 
In times of both drought and plenty, the tree is able to bear fruit because it gets 
everything it needs from the river. May we all resemble this tree and be rooted 
in the Holy Spirit, so that even in times of drought the Lord may provide for us 
and through us!  

All parents and students in grades 5All parents and students in grades 5--8, please 8, please 
plan to attend the Parent Meeting & Student           plan to attend the Parent Meeting & Student           
Orientation on Wednesday, September 1,                Orientation on Wednesday, September 1,                
at 6:30 p.m., in the Family Center. at 6:30 p.m., in the Family Center. Classes              Classes              
are scheduled to begin on Wednesday,              are scheduled to begin on Wednesday,              
September 8, 2021. September 8, 2021.   

  
Acolyte forms will be mailed soon to students in Acolyte forms will be mailed soon to students in 
grades 7grades 7--8. We ask that parents please            8. We ask that parents please            
complete and return the form as soon as            complete and return the form as soon as            
possible to aid in scheduling of acolyte service.            possible to aid in scheduling of acolyte service.            
If you have any questions about the form, If you have any questions about the form, 
please contact Cindy in the church office at please contact Cindy in the church office at 
254.799.3211 or email: wecare@splcwaco.com.254.799.3211 or email: wecare@splcwaco.com.   

  
If you are unable to attend the meeting, please If you are unable to attend the meeting, please 
contact Pastor Krueger  (contact information is contact Pastor Krueger  (contact information is 
available in the church office). available in the church office).  

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

  

We have received the packet from the 

Texas District office and will begin to  

review  all the potential candidates. The             

confidential pastoral information forms            

received for each candidate have been 

provided to the call committee for          

review and evaluation. Please continue 

to keep those serving on the call           

committee (a list of those serving on this 

committee is available in the church 

office) in your prayers as we move            

forward to the next steps in calling a 

pastor. If you have any questions about 

the process, please feel free to contact 

any member of the call committee.  



School Supplies  
Collection 

Sunday, Aug. 8 
 
 
We will be collecting school supplies that will benefit the LaVega Primary and            
Elementary schools. Every year children start the school year without the necessary 
supplies they need. We want to help these children get off to a great start for             
the school year by providing the much needed supplies. The school supplies will be 
collected at church on Sunday August 8.   
 
We are asking you to bring what you can to fill these needs. The specific supply list 
from the schools is available in the church foyer; however, the items most needed 
are as  follows: 
 

Facial Tissue 
Crayons  
Hand Sanitizer 
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All students are encouraged to 

bring their backpacks with 

them on Sunday, August 15,  

for a special blessing   

for the 2021-2022  

school year.  

 

We will have this blessing  

during our Sunday morning  

worship services.  
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Children & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth ActivitiesChildren & Youth Activities   
   

 8/8: School Supply Collection 
 8/15: Blessing of the Backpacks during worship 
 8/15: Youth Swim Party  
 8/29: Potluck Lunch & Back to School Bash 

 9/1: Parent/Student Confirmation Meeting 
 9/8: Confirmation/Mid-Week Classes resume 
   

If you have questions, would like to   volunteer  to help 
with events, or have ideas to share for possible future 
events, please contact DCE Intern, Megan  Harcrow, 
Ashlee Peacock, or Jerry Tucker.  

Grades 7-12 are invited to join us for a   
youth swim party at the home of  

Steve & Jenni Sterriker, following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service on Aug. 15. 

Lunch will be provided.   
 

If you have any questions  
or need directions,  

please contact Jerry Tucker. 

Make plans to join us for the Back to School 
Bash on Sunday, August 29. Outdoor games 
and activities are being planned are being 
planned.  
 

This event will be in conjunction with the  
Congregation Potluck lunch following 

 the 10:30 a.m. worship that day.  
 

 



We’re on the Web: 

www.splcwaco.com 
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Phone: 254.799.3211 
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Live-stream Worship on Sunday mornings at  

10:30 a.m. at www.splcwaco.com or  on  

Facebook (StPaulWaco).  

(Archived copies of Sunday morning 

 worship are available on the web site.) 

  

http://www.splcwaco.com
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulWaco/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.splcwaco.com
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulwaco

