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A Message From Our $Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Brian Hesse Email: pastorhesse@splcwaco.com

Newsletter for July 2026 — A Lutheran Thought on America’s Birthday

As our nation marks its 250th birthday, Lutherans have a distinctive way

of giving thanks for God'’s gifts while keeping our hope anchored in Christ
alone. We rejoice in the blessings God has given through our earthly
nation—peace, order, vocation, and the freedom to worship—yet we
remember that our true citizenship is in a new heaven and new earth on the
Last Day. It is a kingdom, a new world, that cannot be shaken and is not yet
discovered.

Martin Luther captured the tension of living in these 2 kingdoms and waiting
for a new one well when he wrote about the Christian'’s life in the world:

“We are citizens of two kingdoms: one earthly, the other heavenly.” —
Martin Luther, Commentary on Psalm 82 (WA 31/1:204)

This perspective frees us to celebrate America’s 250 years with gratitude
rather than idolatry. While this is not a Christian nation and maybe has never
been one, God truly blesses us. We thank God for the countless ways He has
worked through our nation’s history, even through its imperfections, to
preserve life and allow the Gospel to be preached. At the same time, we
remember the words of Scripture:

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has
chosen as His heritage.” — Proverbs 33:12

A Lutheran celebration of America's 250" birthday is therefore both joyful
and humble. Joyful, because God has been generous. Humble, because we
know every nation stands under His judgment and grace. And hopeful,
because Christ remains Lord of all history.

None of us will witness much more than a small fraction of the next 250
years of this nation. It would leave some of us to cynically not offer a care
what-so-ever. As we look to the next 250 years, we pray that God would
continue to bless our land—not merely with prosperity, but with repentance,
justice, and faithfulness. We pray that the church, scattered across this
nation, would shine ever more brightly with the light of Christ, the true King
who calls all people to Himself. Celebrate this major milestone with grace
and love, sharing the love of Jesus with others.
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A Message From Our Youth & Family Director

1 A { Josh McNamara, D.C.E. Email: FamilyMinistry@splcwaco.com

Freedom Worth Celebrating

July is a month filled with celebrations of freedom. Across our nation families will gather for
cookouts, parades, fireworks, and festivities as we commemorate our country's independence.
This year carries even greater significance as our nation celebrates its 250th birthday—a
reminder of the freedoms and blessings that many generations have fought and worked to
preserve.

Yet as Christians, July also gives us an opportunity to reflect on another freedom—one that is
even greater and more enduring. The freedom we enjoy as citizens is a wonderful gift, but it is
ultimately temporary. Political freedoms can change. Circumstances can shift. Life itself is
uncertain. The freedom Christ gives, however, is eternal. Jesus declares in John 8:36, "So if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has freed us from the burden of sin, the fear of
death, and the power of the devil. We don't need to earn God's love or wonder where we stand
before Him. In Christ, we are forgiven, redeemed, and adopted as God's children. That is
freedom worth celebrating every day!

Ironically, many of us enter the summer months feeling anything but free. Calendars fill quickly
with vacations, family gatherings, sports, projects, and other activities. Before we know it, our
schedules become so crowded that we barely have time to catch our breath. Perhaps that is
why summer can be a good season to intentionally slow down.

Not because everything on our to-do list disappears, but because slowing down gives us the
opportunity to remember what matters most. It creates space to hear God's Word, spend time in
prayer, worship alongside fellow believers, and simply rest in the promises Christ has already
secured for us.

Martin Luther once observed that he had so much to do that he needed to spend even more
time in prayer. While that may sound backwards to our busy minds, Luther understood
something important: the busier life becomes, the more we need to remain connected to the
One who gives us strength, peace, and perspective.

As you celebrate with family and friends this July, enjoy the blessings God has provided. Watch
the fireworks. Share a meal. Make memories. But also take time to pause. Open your Bible. Join
your brothers and sisters in worship. Thank God not only for the freedoms we enjoy as a nation,
but also for the freedom Christ has won for us through His cross and empty tomb. May this
month be filled with both joyful celebration and restful remembrance as we rejoice in the
freedom that is ours in Christ Jesus.

In Him,
Josh McNamara - Director of Youth and Family Ministry
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»=MINISTRY

This summer we hope to launch a new ESL (English as a Second Language)
ministry to our community; and WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! You do not need to
speak any foreign language. We will need people to act as greeters, registration
helpers, kitchen helpers, and door monitors.

Most of all... WE NEED PRAYER WARRIORS.

Please connect with Pastor Hesse or Charlie Morgan if you would help us reach out with
Jesus’ love in our community. There is a sign-up sheet in the church foyer to collect contact
information and interest in participating in this exciting new ESL Ministry.

Join our Ministry Staff

We are excited to announce a new opportunity to join our ministry team.

We are accepting applications for a Part-time Custodian to assist in maintaining
and preparing our church facilities for ministry. (This position is separate from the
Maintenance position thankfully currently held by John Banta.)

The job description for this position may be obtained through the church office via
email or in person. Both the job description and application are also available on the
church website (www.splcwaco.com). We will accept applications until the position is
filled.

For questions about this part-time custodian position, please contact Jason Breton
or Pastor Hesse. We are excited about the expansion of our ministry team and this
new opportunity to serve our Lord and our St. Paul family.
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Pleuse Remember in Your Prayers:

We pray for continued healing for all those who have suffered physical problems in the last
month, including: (a complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord lay His
healing hand upon them.

t We pray for all who are undergoing cancer diagnosis/treatment, including: (a complete list is
available in the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

t We pray for all who struggle with ongoing health concerns, including: (a complete list is available
in the church office). We pray the Lord keep His healing hand upon them.

t We pray for all who are home-bound, including: (a complete list is available in the church
office). We pray the Lord give them comfort and peace with their living situation.

t We pray for all those in nursing care or assisted/independent living facilities, including: (a
complete list is available in the church office). We pray the Lord will give them comfort and
peace with their living situation.

t We pray for those who have lost loved ones in the past month. May the Lord provide these
families comfort and peace during their time of grief.

T We pray for those serving in our Armed Forces (a complete list of those serving our country is
available in the church office). We pray the Lord keep them safe in their stead as they defend
our freedom and safety.

Prayer requests for illnesses, hospitalizations and recovery are listed for 4 weeks. If you wish to remain on the prayer
list, please provide the office with an update by calling (254.799.3211) or send an email to: wecare@splcwaco.com.
Without an update, we will remove that person from the prayer list hopeful that all is well. We are always willing to take
new or renewed requests at any time.

7 Fellowship Lunch

/\9

All are invited to join us for Worship with Holy Communion on
Wednesday, July 15, at 11:00 a.m. with a Fellowship Luncheon following.
Desserts are appreciated for the luncheon, but not required.

If you have any questions, please call the church office (254.799.3211).
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Those who are scheduled 1o
Serve at SPLC for July 2026

Those serving are listed by initial and last name to protect their identity.

ELDER OF THE MONTH:
N West

ALTAR FLOWERS:

7/5 R &L Turnbough
7/12 B & JHahn

7/19 H & A Bush

7/26 K & C Cohrt

SUNDAY MORNING GREETERS:

7/5 S & M Leuschner (8:00am)
D Reinke (10:30am)

7/12 S Shaeffer (8:00am)
G Hurta (10:30am)

7/19 A & S Lassetter (8:00am)
B Reinhardt (10:30am)

7/26 DI & G Tynes (8:00am)
L Graf (10:30am)

ACOLYTES:
7/5 L Breton (8:00am)
A West (10:30am)
7/12 Bl Petrich (8:00am)
E Tindle (10:30am)
7/19 W Hatfield (8:00am)
C Gonzalez (10:30am)
7/26 Br Petrich (8:00am)
E Williams (10:30am)

LAY READERS
7/5 M Borchardt (8:00am)
B Strickland (10:30am)
7/12 ) Nawara (8:00am)
D Bracciale (10:30am)
7/19 T Albers (8:00am)
B Dube (10:30am)
7/26 ) Lamar (8:00am)
H Strickland (10:30am)

USHERS FOR WORSHIP
8:00am Worship: Group 7

M Jugert, J Banta, D Wolfe, A Ferguson,
J Strauch, H Bush, A Lassetter

10:30am Worship: Group 8

F Spross, T Kersten, B Holobaugh, D Savage,
L Swiggum, B Dube, D Newman

NURSERY PARTNERS

7/5 K McCullough (9:00am)
S Cone (10:15am)
7/12 W Ehlers (9:00am)
A Gilchrest (10:15am)
7/19 A Bush (9:00am)
P Price (10:15am)
7/26 ) Lassetter (9:00am)
M & C Borchardt (10:15am)

If you would be interested in partnering with
our Nursery Ministry, please contact Josh
McNamatra if you are led to serve.
Email: FamilyMinistry@splcwaco.com
Office: 254.799.3211, ext. 103

BV
3

The Church Office will
be closed on
Friday, July 3, 2026,
in observance of

. INDEPENDENCE DAY.
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We will re-open on
Monday, July 6.
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The 69th Regular Convention of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
July 18-23, 2026
Phoenix, Arizona

The convention is scheduled for July 18-23, 2026, at the Phoenix Convention Center in downtown
Phoenix, Arizona. This gathering brings together delegates, clergy, and members from across the
Synod for worship, fellowship, and governance.

The convention theme is “Christ Is Risen Indeed,” based on 1 Corinthians 15:20-22: “But in fact
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ shall all be made alive.” This theme emphasizes the resurrection of Christ and its
implications for faith and doctrine.

At the convention, delegates will discuss and vote on major issues — such as how and where our
Synod should educate its pastors; how we should define “Lutheran identity” as we seek unity in it;
how we should respond to issues such as Al, racism, in vitro fertilization, cohabitation and more;
how we should forge together as a church body in a time of declining membership; how we
should best exercise ecclesiastical supervision over our clergy and handle disputes; and much
more. (The Lutheran Witness, May 2026)

Please pray for the voting delegates of our Synod as they meet and
prayerfully consider the matters that affect our Lutheran church body.




JULY 2026 MESSENGER PAGE 7

\OO

R

@\%B‘: ’b*"'b®

P

School Supplies "\~ -
Collection

On Sunday, August 9, we will be collecting supplies that will benefit the
LaVega Primary and Elementary schools for the 2026-2027 school year.
LaVega ISD is extremely grateful for the blessing and generosity from our
congregation over the years, and they are not needing additional help with
school supplies this year... however, both campuses have a great need for the
following NEW items:

Clear Backpacks

Girls and Boys shoes

Snacks (goldfish, animal crackers, teddy grahams, etc.)
Plain Shirts up to sizes 3T to 12 (no graphic designs please)
Plain Shorts up to sizes 3T to 12 (no graphic designs please)

Please feel free to help with these needs as you are able. If anyone is
interested in doing a Thrivent Action Team to purchase these items, we
would ask that you only order children’s t-shirts and those be donated as
well. If you need help starting an action team or have questions on this
process, please contact Brandon Kubitza.

Please pray for the students, teachers, and staff
as they prepare for a new school year.
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Classes for All Ages

Please join us for Sunday School and Bible Classes at 9:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study (Albers Family Life Center)
Join us as we consider "Gospel DNA: Five Markers of a Flourishing Church.” In this we will consider how
we, as Lutherans, have unique DNA to embody and share the Gospel.
On Sunday, July 5, we will have a special presentation from Rev. Ryan Neuhaus about exciting new
things happening at Camp Lone Star.
ASK PASTOR HESSE: Outside Pastor Hesse's office you will find a box to place any questions that you
would like Pastor Hesse to answer during the Adult Bible Study class on Sunday mornings.

Men'’s Bible Class (classroom behind the Parish Hall)
This class is going through the study Great Characters of the Bible, written by Dr. Alan B. Stringfellow,
learning how God used ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary tasks.

Ladies Bible Class (Conference Room)
This class is going through the study, Strong and Courageous, by Donna Snow. Life is full of conflict, daunting
tasks, and roadblocks. Few people experience this as viscerally as Joshua did as he was called to lead Gods
people Israel into the Promised Land. Join us for this verse-by-verse Bible study looking at the life of Joshua
and see how you, too, can be strong and courageous amidst any challenges you face.

Grades Nursery - Kindergarten: Simply Loved (classrooms)
This class teaches children to love Jesus and each other, created with the truth found in 1 John 4:7 in
mind which says, 'Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone
who loves is a child of God and knows God.'

Grades 1-4: Bible Basics (classroom)
This class is learning how to use the Holy Bible and where to find their favorite Bible stories and characters.

Grade 5: Catechesis Training (classroom)
This class undergoes instruction in the Catechism and how to apply it to their daily lives.

Grades 6-12: (Youth Room)
Students in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room every Sunday for Bible Class! They are currently going
through the Book of Exodus! Breakfast is usually served.

College Students (classroom behind the Parish Hall)
After joining breakfast in the Youth Room, college students move to their classroom to study the
Sunday Scripture readings used in worship.

Other Bible Study Opportunities:

College Student Evening Bible Study/Fellowship (LDLT - Lutherans Doing Life Together)

The LDLT group will resume meeting weekly for Bible Study and fellowship in the Fall semester.
Youth Confirmation/Catechesis Training and Music (grades 6-8)

Classes for Grades 6-8 will resume meeting the Fall.

There's a place for EVERYONE to be immersed in
God'’s Word and fellowship with other Christians!
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Chiildren & '(outh Activities
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"Beat the Heat” Youth Event, Saturday, 7/18
Students in grades 6th-12th are welcome to join us
here at St. Paul on Saturday, July 18th from 2-6pm as
we gather for an afternoon of fellowship, fun, snacks
and more as we try to beat the heat of summer! Youth
are welcome to bring friends as well as anything they
enjoy doing when it's just too stinking hot outside.
(This could be a board game, card game, video
game/console, movie, other fun indoor activities, etc.
We will also have activities planned in addition to
what the Youth bring to help us beat the heat.) Can't
stay for the whole event? No sweat! Come chill with us
for as long as you're able.

Post-Youth Trip Reflections/Presentation, Sunday, 7/26
Everyone is welcome to join us in the Albers Family Life
Center on Sunday, July 26th during our Bible Study
hour, as our Youth will be sharing some of the stories,
memories and lasting takeaways that they experienced
on their recent Youth Trip. Come hear about how our
Youth grew in their faith and the impact that this trip
had on them. You won't want to miss it!

High School Youth Night, Sunday, 7/26, 5pm-7pm:
Students in grades 9th-12th are welcomed to join us in
the Youth Room on Sunday, July 26th from 5-7pm as we
gather for a time of food, faith and fellowship. Dinner
will be provided. Come join us as we grow in our faith
through worship and as we discuss freedom that's truly
worth celebrating. Students are encouraged to bring
their friends. Please let Josh know if you plan to attend
(and how many friends you plan to bring if any), that
way we make sure to have enough food for everyone.

Vacation Bible School was an incredible
experience this year at St. Paul! Thanks to
your efforts we were able to help share
the love of Jesus and the nature of God
with children from our community as well
as from our own congregation. Whether
you helped serve food, if you served as a
Station Leader, if you helped to decorate
and set up our building for VBS, if you
served as a Crew Leader, if you helped
with registration, or if you served in any
other ways, | want to thank you from the
bottom of my heart.

Angel and | couldn't have made VBS as
big of a success this year without your
help. It truly takes all of us coming
together to help make the incredible
impact on the lives of these children and
their families that we are blessed to do
through our VBS program here at St.
Paul. Thank you for volunteering in all
the ways that you did. | hope that
through your efforts at VBS that you
have experienced a true outpouring of
God’s love and His blessings for you and
your family, as you helped our attendees
grow in their relationship with God.

In Him,
Josh McNamara
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
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YOUTH TRIP REFLEGTION

Make plans to join us on Sunday, July 26, at 9:15 a.m.
in the Albers Family Life Center as the youth share
their stories, memories, and take-aways from their

June trip to the Ozarks!

A



https://www.facebook.com/StPaulWaco/
https://www.youtube.com/@st.paullutheranchurch-waco2941/streams

